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Public Law 113–183 
113th  Congress 

An Act  

To preven t  and address sex t ra fficking of ch ildren  in  foster  ca re, to extend and 
improve adopt ion incent ives, and to improve in terna t iona l child suppor t  recovery. 

Be it enacted  by the Sena te a nd House of Represen ta tives of 
the United Sta tes of Amer ica  in  Congress a ssembled, 

S E CTION 1. SH OR T TITLE . 

This Act  may be cit ed as the ‘‘P reven t ing Sex Tra fficking and 
St rengthening Families Act ’’. 

S E C. 2. TABLE  OF  CONTE NTS. 

The t able of con tents of t h is Act  is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Shor t  t it le. 
Sec. 2. Table of conten t s. 
Sec. 3. References. 

TITLE I—PROTECTING CHILDREN AND YOUTH AT RISK OF SEX 

TRAFFICKING 

Subt it le A—Ident ifying and Protect ing Ch ildren  and Youth  a t  Risk of Sex 

Tra fficking 

Sec. 101. Iden t ifying, document ing, and determining services for  ch ildren  and 
you th  a t  r isk of sex t r a fficking. 

Sec. 102. Repor t ing in stances of sex t r a fficking. 
Sec. 103. Including sex t ra fficking da ta  in  the Adopt ion and Foster  Care Ana lysis 

and Repor t ing System. 
Sec. 104. Loca t ing and responding to ch ildren  who run  away from foster  ca re. 
Sec. 105. Increasing in format ion  on  ch ildren  in  foster  care to prevent  sex t ra f-

ficking. 

Subt it le B—Improving Oppor tun it ies for  Children  in  Foster  Care and Suppor t ing 

Permanency 

Sec. 111. Suppor t ing normalcy for  children  in  foster  ca re. 
Sec. 112. Improving another  planned permanent  living a r rangement  a s a  perma-

nency opt ion . 
Sec. 113. Empowering foster  ch ildren  age 14 and older  in  the developmen t  of their  

own  case plan  and t r ansit ion  planning for  a  successfu l adulthood. 
Sec. 114. Ensu r ing foster  children  have a  bir th  cer t ifica te, Socia l Secu r ity ca rd, 

hea lth  insurance in format ion , medica l r ecords, and a  dr iver’s license or  
equivalent  Sta te-issued iden t ifica t ion  ca rd. 

Sec. 115. Informat ion on  ch ildren  in  foster  ca re in  annua l r epor ts using AFCARS 
data ; consu lt a t ion . 

Subt it le C—Nationa l Advisory Commit tee 

Sec. 121. Establishmen t  of a  na t iona l advisory commit tee on the sex t ra fficking of 
children  and youth  in  the Un ited Sta tes. 

TITLE II—IMPROVING ADOP TION INCENTIVES AND EXTENDING F AMILY 

CONNECTION GRANTS 

Subt it le A—Improving Adopt ion Incen t ive Paymen ts 

Sec. 201. Extension of program through  fiscal yea r  2016. 

42 USC 1305 
note. 

P reven t ing Sex 
Trafficking and 
Str engt hen in g 
Fam ilies Act . 

Sept . 29, 2014 

[H.R. 4980] 
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128 STAT. 1920 PUBLIC LAW 113–183—SEPT. 29, 2014 

Sec. 202. Improvements to award st ructure. 
Sec. 203. Renaming of program. 
Sec. 204. Limita t ion  on  use of incen t ive payments. 
Sec. 205. Increase in  per iod for  which incent ive payments a re ava ilable for  expendi-

tu re. 
Sec. 206. State r epor t  on  ca lcu la t ion  and use of savings r esu lt ing from the phase- 

out  of eligibility r equir emen ts for  adopt ion assist ance; requ iremen t  to 
spend 30 percen t  of savings on  cer t a in  services. 

Sec. 207. Preserva t ion  of eligibility for  kinsh ip guardiansh ip assistance paymen ts 
with  a  successor  guardian . 

Sec. 208. Data  collect ion  on  adopt ion and lega l guardiansh ip disrupt ion  and dis-
solu t ion . 

Sec. 209. Encouraging the placemen t  of ch ildren  in  foster  ca re with  siblings. 
Sec. 210. Effect ive da tes. 

Subt it le B—Extending the Family Connect ion  Grant  Program 

Sec. 221. Extension of family connect ion  gran t  program. 

TITLE III—IMPROVING INTERNATIONAL CH ILD SUPP ORT RECOVERY 

Sec. 301. Amendments to ensure access to child suppor t  services for  in terna t iona l 
child suppor t  cases. 

Sec. 302. Child suppor t  en forcemen t  programs for  Indian  t r ibes. 
Sec. 303. Sense of the Congress rega rding offer ing of volun ta ry pa rent ing t ime a r -

r angemen ts. 
Sec. 304. Data  exchange standardiza t ion  for  improved in teroperability. 
Sec. 305. Repor t  to Congress. 
Sec. 306. Requir ed electron ic processing of income withholding. 

TITLE IV—BUDGETARY EFFECTS 

Sec. 401. Determinat ion  of budgeta ry effect s. 

S E C. 3. R E F E R E N CE S. 

Except  as otherwise expressly provided in  th is Act , wherever  
in  th is Act  an  amendment  is expressed in  terms of an  amendment  
to a  sect ion  or  other  provision , t he amendment  sha ll be considered 
to be made to a  sect ion or  other  provision  of the Socia l Secur ity 
Act . 

TITLE  I—P R OTE CTING CH ILDR E N AND 
YOUTH  AT R ISK OF  SE X TR AF F ICKING 

Su b t i t le  A—Id en t ify in g  a n d  P r o t ec t in g  
Ch ild r en  a n d  You t h  a t  R isk  of Se x  Tr a f-
fick in g  

S E C. 101. IDE NTIF YING, DO CUME NTIN G, AN D D E TE R MININ G S E R VICE S 

F O R  CH ILDR E N  AN D YOU TH  AT R ISK O F  SE X TR AF F ICKING. 

(a ) IN GENE RAL.—Sect ion  471(a)(9) (42 U.S.C. 671(a )(9)) is 
amended— 

(1) in  subparagraph  (A), by st r iking ‘‘and’’; 
(2) in  subparagraph  (B), by inser t ing ‘‘and’’ a fter  the semi-

colon ; and 
(3) by adding a t  the end the following: 

‘‘(C) not  la ter  than— 
‘‘(i) 1 year  a ft er  the da te of enactment  of th is 

subparagraph, demonst ra t e to the Secreta ry tha t  the 
Sta t e agency has developed, in  consult a t ion with  Sta te 
and loca l law enforcement , juven ile just ice systems, 
hea lth  care providers, educa t ion  agencies, and 
organiza t ions with  experience in  dea ling with  a t -r isk 

Deadlin es. 
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children  and you th , policies and procedures (including 
relevan t  t ra ining for  caseworkers) for  iden t ifying, docu-
ment ing in  agency records, and determin ing appro-
pr ia te services with  respect  t o— 

‘‘(I) any ch ild or  you th  over  whom the Sta te 
agency has responsibility for  placement , care, or  
supervision  and who the Sta te has reasonable 
cause to believe is, or  is a t  r isk of being, a  sex 
t ra fficking vict im (including ch ildren  for  whom a  
Sta t e ch ild welfa re agency has an  open case file 
but  who have not  been  removed from the home, 
children  who have run away from foster  ca re and 
who have not  a t ta ined 18 years of age or  such  
older  age as the Sta te has elected under  sect ion 
475(8) of t h is Act , and you th  who a re not  in  foster  
care bu t  a re receiving services under  sect ion  477 
of t h is Act ); and 

‘‘(II) a t  the opt ion  of the Sta t e, any individua l 
who has not  a t ta ined 26 yea rs of age, without  
regard to whether  the individua l is or  was in  foster  
care under  the responsibility of the Sta te; and 
‘‘(ii) 2 years a fter  such da te of enactment , dem-

onst ra te to the Secreta ry tha t  t he Sta t e agency is 
implement ing the policies and procedures refer red to 
in  clause (i).’’. 

(b) DEFINITION OF SEX TRAFFICKING VICTIM.—Sect ion  475 (42 
U.S.C. 675) is amended by adding a t  the end the following: 

‘‘(9) The term ‘sex t ra fficking vict im’ means a  vict im of— 
‘‘(A) sex t ra fficking (as defined in  sect ion  103(10) of 

the Trafficking Vict ims Protect ion Act  of 2000); or  
‘‘(B) a  severe form of t ra fficking in  persons descr ibed 

in  sect ion  103(9)(A) of such Act .’’. 

S E C. 102. R E P OR TING INS TANCE S OF  S E X TR AF F ICKING. 

(a ) STATE P LAN REQUIRE MENTS.—Sect ion  471(a) (42 U.S.C. 
671(a)) is amended— 

(1) by st r iking ‘‘and’’ a t  the end of paragraph  (32); 
(2) by st r iking the per iod a t  t he end of paragraph  (33) 

and inser t ing a  semicolon ; and 
(3) by adding a t  the end the following: 
‘‘(34) provides tha t , for  each  ch ild or  you th  descr ibed in  

paragraph  (9)(C)(i)(I), the Sta t e agency sha ll— 
‘‘(A) not  la ter  than  2 years a fter  the da te of the enact -

ment  of t h is paragraph , report  immedia tely, and in  no 
case la ter  t han  24 hours a fter  receiving informat ion  on  
ch ildren or  you th  who have been  ident ified as being a  
sex t ra fficking vict im, to the law enforcement  au thor it ies; 
and 

‘‘(B) not  la ter  than  3 years a fter  such  da te of enactment  
and annua lly thereafter , r eport  to the Secret a ry the tota l 
number  of children  and youth who are sex t ra fficking vic-
t ims.’’. 

(b) DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY.—Sect ion  471 (42 U.S.C. 671) 
is amended by adding a t  the end the following: 

‘‘(d) ANNUAL RE PORTS BY THE SECRETARY ON NUMBE R OF CHIL-
DREN AND YOUTH REPORTE D BY STATES TO BE SEX TRAFFICKING 
VICTIMS.—Not  la ter  t han  4 years a fter  the da te of the enactment  Public 

in form at ion . 
Web post in g. 
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of th is subsect ion  and annually thereaft er , the Secreta ry sha ll repor t  
t o the Congress and make ava ilable to the public on the In ternet  
website of the Depar tment  of Health  and Human Services the 
number  of ch ildren and youth repor ted in  accordance with  sub-
sect ion  (a )(34)(B) of t h is sect ion  to be sex t ra fficking vict ims (as 
defined in  sect ion 475(9)(A)).’’. 

S E C. 103. IN CLUD ING  SE X TR AF F ICKING  DATA IN  TH E  ADO P TIO N AN D 

F O STE R  CAR E  ANALYSIS AND R E P O R TING  SYSTE M. 

Sect ion 479(c)(3) (42 U.S.C. 679(c)(3)) is amended— 
(1) in  subparagraph  (C)(iii), by st r iking ‘‘and’’ a ft er  t he 

comma; and 
(2) by adding a t  the end the following: 

‘‘(E) the annual number  of children  in  foster  care who 
are iden t ified as sex t ra fficking vict ims— 

‘‘(i) who were such  vict ims before en ter ing foster  
care; and 

‘‘(ii) who were such vict ims while in  foster  care; 
and’’. 

S E C. 104. LOCATING  AND R E SP ONDING TO CH ILDR E N WH O  R UN  AWAY 

F R O M F OS TE R  CAR E . 

Sect ion 471(a) (42 U.S.C. 671(a )), as amended by sect ion  102(a) 
of th is Act , is amended— 

(1) by st r iking the per iod a t  t he end of paragraph  (34) 
and inser t ing ‘‘; and’’; and 

(2) by adding a t  the end the following: 
‘‘(35) provides tha t— 

‘‘(A) not  la ter  t han  1 year  a ft er  the da te of the enact -
ment  of th is paragraph, the Sta te sha ll develop and imple-
ment  specific protocols for— 

‘‘(i) expedit iously loca t ing any ch ild missing from 
fost er  care; 

‘‘(ii) det ermining the pr imary factors tha t  con t r ib-
u ted to the child’s running away or  otherwise being 
absen t  from care, and to the exten t  possible and appro-
pr ia te, responding to those factors in  cur ren t  and sub-
sequen t  placements; 

‘‘(iii) determin ing the child’s exper iences while 
absen t  from care, including screening the ch ild to deter -
mine if the ch ild is a  possible sex t ra fficking vict im 
(a s defined in  sect ion  475(9)(A)); and 

‘‘(iv) report ing such rela ted in format ion  as required 
by the Secreta ry; and 
‘‘(B) not  la ter  t han  2 years a ft er  such da te of enact -

ment , for  each  child and you th  descr ibed in  paragraph  
(9)(C)(i)(I) of th is subsect ion , the Sta te agency sha ll repor t  
immedia tely, and in  no case la ter  t han  24 hours a fter  
receiving, in forma t ion  on  missing or  abducted ch ildren  or  
you th  to the law enforcement  au thorit ies for  en t ry in to 
the Nat iona l Cr ime In format ion  Center  (NCIC) da tabase 
of the Federa l Bureau of Invest iga t ion, established pursu-
an t  to sect ion 534 of t it le 28, Unit ed Sta tes Code, and 
to the Nat iona l Cen ter  for  Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren .’’. 

Report s. 

Deadlin es. 
Protocols. 
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S E C. 105. IN CR E ASING INF OR MATION  ON CH ILDR E N IN F OSTE R  CAR E  

TO  P R E VE NT SE X TR AF F ICKING. 

Not  la t er  than 2 years a fter  the da te of the enactment  of 
t h is Act , the Secret a ry of Health  and Human Services sha ll submit  
t o the Congress a  wr it t en  repor t  which summar izes the following: 

(1) In format ion  on  ch ildren who run  away from fost er  care 
and their  r isk  of becoming sex t ra fficking vict ims, using da ta  
report ed by Sta tes under  sect ion  479 of the Socia l Secur ity 
Act  and informat ion  collected by Sta t es rela ted to sect ion  
471(a)(35) of such Act , including— 

(A) character ist ics of ch ildren  who run away from fost er  
care; 

(B) poten t ia l factors associa ted with  children  runn ing 
away from fost er  care (such  as reason  for  ent ry in to care, 
length  of stay in  care, t ype of placement , and other  factors 
tha t  con t r ibu ted to the ch ild’s runn ing away); 

(C) in format ion  on  ch ildren’s exper iences while absen t  
from care; and 

(D) t rends in  the number  of ch ildren  repor t ed as run-
aways in  each  fisca l year  (including factors tha t  may have 
con t r ibu ted to changes in  such  t rends). 
(2) In format ion on  Sta te effor ts to provide specia lized serv-

ices, foster  family homes, child care inst itu t ions, or  other  forms 
of placement  for  ch ildren  who are sex t ra fficking vict ims. 

(3) Informat ion on  Sta t e effor t s to ensure children  in  fost er  
care form and main ta in  long-last ing connect ions to car ing 
adu lt s, even when  a  child in  fost er  care must  move to another  
foster  family home or  when  the child is placed under  the 
supervision of a  new caseworker . 

Su b t i t le  B—Im p r ovin g  Op p or t u n it ie s  fo r  
Ch ild r en  in  F os t e r  Ca r e  a n d  Su p p or t in g  
P e r m a n en cy  

S E C. 111. SUP P OR TIN G NOR MALCY F OR  CH ILDR E N IN F OSTE R  CAR E . 

(a ) REASONABLE AND P RUDE NT PARENT STANDARD.— 
(1) DEFINITIONS RELATING TO THE STANDARD.—Sect ion  475 

(42 U.S.C. 675), as amended by sect ion  101(b) of th is Act , 
is amended by adding a t  t he end the following: 

‘‘(10)(A) The term ‘reasonable and pruden t  paren t  standard’ 
means the standard character ized by careful and sensible 
paren ta l decisions tha t  main ta in  the hea lth , sa fety, and best  
in terest s of a  ch ild while a t  t he same t ime encouraging the 
emot iona l and developmenta l growth  of the ch ild, tha t  a  care-
giver  sha ll use when  determining whether  to a llow a  child 
in  fost er  care under  the responsibilit y of the Sta te to par t icipa t e 
in  ext racur r icular , enr ichment , cu ltu ra l, and socia l act ivit ies. 

‘‘(B) For  purposes of subparagraph  (A), the term ‘caregiver ’ 
means a  foster  paren t  with  whom a  ch ild in  foster  care has 
been  placed or  a  designa ted officia l for  a  child care inst itu t ion 
in  which a  child in  foster  care has been  placed. 

‘‘(11)(A) The t erm ‘age or  developmenta lly-appropr ia t e’ 
means— 

‘‘(i) act ivit ies or  it ems tha t  a re genera lly accepted as 
su itable for  children  of the same chronologica l age or  level 

Deadline. 
Reports. 
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of matur ity or  t ha t  a re determined to be developmenta lly- 
appropr ia te for  a  ch ild, based on  the development  of cog-
n it ive, emot iona l, physica l, and behaviora l capacit ies t ha t  
a re typica l for  an  age or  age group; and 

‘‘(ii) in  the case of a  specific ch ild, act ivit ies or  it ems 
tha t  a re su itable for  t he child based on the developmenta l 
st ages a t ta ined by the ch ild with  respect  t o the cognit ive, 
emot iona l, physica l, and behaviora l capacit ies of t he child. 
‘‘(B) In  the even t  tha t  any age-rela ted act ivit ies have 

implica t ions rela t ive to the academic cur r iculum of a  ch ild, 
nothing in  th is par t  or  par t  B sha ll be const rued to au thor ize 
an  officer  or  employee of the Federa l Government  to mandate, 
direct , or  con t rol a  Sta te or  loca l educa t iona l agency, or  the 
specific inst ruct iona l con ten t , academic achievement  standards 
and assessment s, cur r iculum, or  program of inst ruct ion  of a  
school.’’. 

(2) STATE PLAN RE QUIREMENT.—Sect ion  471(a)(24) (42 
U.S.C. 671(a)(24)) is amended— 

(A) by st r iking ‘‘include’’ and inser t ing ‘‘includes’’; 
(B) by st r iking ‘‘and tha t  such  prepara t ion’’ and 

inser t ing ‘‘tha t  the prepara t ion’’; and 
(C) by inser t ing ‘‘, and tha t  t he prepara t ion  sha ll 

include knowledge and skills rela t ing to the rea sonable 
and pruden t  parent  standard for  the pa r t icipa t ion  of the 
ch ild in  age or  developmenta lly-appropria te act ivit ies, 
including knowledge and skills rela t ing to the develop-
menta l st ages of t he cognit ive, emot iona l, physica l, and 
behaviora l capacit ies of a  ch ild, and knowledge and skills 
rela t ing to applying the st andard to decisions such  as 
whether  to a llow the child to engage in  socia l, ext ra -
curr icu lar , enr ichment , cultura l, and socia l act ivit ies, 
including sport s, field t r ips, and overn ight  act ivit ies last ing 
1 or  more days, and to decisions involving the sign ing 
of permission  slips and ar ranging of t ranspor ta t ion  for  
the ch ild to and from ext racur r icular , enr ichment , and 
socia l act ivit ies’’ before the semicolon. 
(3) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE .—The Secreta ry of Health  and 

Human Services sha ll provide assistance to the Sta t es on best  
pract ices for  devising st ra tegies to assist  foster  pa rent s in  
applying a  reasonable and pruden t  paren t  standard in  a  
manner  tha t  protect s ch ild sa fety, while a lso a llowing ch ildren 
to exper ience normal and beneficia l act ivit ies, including 
methods for  appropr ia tely consider ing the concerns of the 
biologica l pa rent s of a  ch ild in  decisions rela ted to par t icipa t ion 
of the ch ild in  act ivit ies (with  the understanding tha t  those 
concerns shou ld not  necessa r ily det ermine the par t icipa t ion  
of the ch ild in  any act ivity). 
(b) NORMALCY FOR CHILDREN IN CHILD CARE INSTITUTIONS.— 

Sect ion 471(a)(10) (42 U.S.C. 671(a)(10)) is amended to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(10) provides— 
‘‘(A) for  the establishment  or  designa t ion of a  Sta te 

au thor ity or  au thor it ies tha t  sha ll be responsible for  estab-
lishing and main ta in ing standards for  foster  family homes 
and ch ild care inst itu t ions which  a re reasonably in  accord 
with  recommended st andards of na t iona l organ iza t ions con-
cerned with  standards for  the inst itu t ions or  homes, 

42 USC 671 note. 
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including standards rela ted to admission  policies, sa fety, 
sanit a t ion, and protect ion of civil r ights, and which  sha ll 
permit  use of the reasonable and pruden t  parent ing 
st andard; 

‘‘(B) tha t  the standards established pursuan t  to 
subparagraph  (A) sha ll be applied by the Sta t e to any 
foster  family home or  ch ild care inst itu t ion receiving funds 
under  th is par t  or  par t  B and sha ll requ ire, as a  condit ion  
of each  con t ract  entered in to by a  child care inst itu t ion  
to provide fost er  ca re, the presence on-sit e of a t  least  1 
officia l who, with  respect  to any child placed a t  the ch ild 
care inst it u t ion , is designa ted to be the caregiver  who 
is authorized to apply the reasonable and prudent  paren t  
st andard to decisions involving the pa r t icipa t ion  of the 
ch ild in  age or  developmenta lly-appropr ia t e act ivit ies, and 
who is provided with  t ra in ing in  how to use and apply 
the reasonable and pruden t  paren t  st andard in  the same 
manner  as prospect ive foster  paren ts a re provided the 
t ra in ing pursuan t  to paragraph  (24); 

‘‘(C) tha t  the standards established pursuan t  to 
subparagraph  (A) sha ll include policies rela t ed to the 
liability of fost er  parents and pr iva te en t it ies under  con-
t ract  by the Sta t e involving the applica t ion  of the reason-
able and prudent  parent  standard, t o ensure appropr ia te 
liability for  caregivers when  a  child par t icipa tes in  an  
approved act ivity and the ca regiver  approving the act ivity 
acts in  accordance with  the reasonable and prudent  pa rent  
st andard; and 

‘‘(D) tha t  a  waiver  of any standards established pursu-
an t  to subparagraph  (A) may be made only on  a  case- 
by-case basis for  nonsafety standards (as determined by 
the Sta te) in  rela t ive fost er  family homes for  specific ch il-
dren  in  care;’’. 

(c) SUPPORTING PARTICIPATION IN AGE-APPROPRIATE ACTIVI-
TIES.— 

(1) Sect ion  477(a) (42 U.S.C. 677(a)) is amended— 
(A) by st r iking ‘‘and’’ a t  the end of paragraph (6); 
(B) by st r ik ing the per iod a t  the end of paragraph  

(7) and inser t ing ‘‘; and’’; and 
(C) by adding a t  t he end the following: 

‘‘(8) to ensure ch ildren  who are likely to remain  in  foster  
care un t il 18 years of age have regu lar , ongoing oppor tunit ies 
to engage in  age or  developmenta lly-appropr ia te act ivit ies as 
defined in  sect ion  475(11).’’. 

(2) Sect ion  477(h)(1) (42 U.S.C. 677(h)(1)) is amended by 
inser t ing ‘‘or , beginn ing in  fisca l year  2020, $143,000,000’’ a ft er  
‘‘$140,000,000’’. 
(d) EFFECTIVE DATE .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by th is sect ion 
sha ll take effect  on  the da te tha t  is 1 year  a fter  the da te 
of the enactment  of th is Act . 

(2) DE LAY P ERMITTED IF STATE LE GISLATION REQUIRED.— 
If t he Secreta ry of Health  and Human Services determines 
tha t  Sta t e legisla t ion  (other  than  legisla t ion appropr ia t ing 
funds) is requ ired in  order  for  a  Sta te plan developed pursuan t  
to par t  E  of t it le IV of the Socia l Secur ity Act  to meet  the 
addit iona l requirements imposed by the amendments made by 

Deter mina t ion . 

42 USC 671 n ote. 

Applicability. 
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th is sect ion, the plan  sha ll not  be regarded as fa iling to meet  
any of the addit iona l requirement s before the 1st  day of the 
1st  ca lendar  quar ter  beginn ing a fter  t he 1st  regular  session 
of the Sta te legisla ture tha t  begins a ft er  the da te of the enact -
ment  of th is Act . If the Sta te has a  2-year  legisla t ive session, 
each year  of the session  is deemed to be a  separa te regu lar  
session  of the Sta t e legisla ture. 

S E C. 112. IMP R OVING AN OTH E R  P LAN NE D  P E R MANE N T LIVING 

AR R AN GE ME NT AS A P E R MANE NCY OP TION. 

(a ) ELIMINATION OF ANOTHER PLANNE D PERMANENT LIVING 
ARRANGEMENT FOR CHILDREN UNDER AGE 16.— 

(1) IN GE NERAL.—Sect ion  475(5)(C)(i) (42 U.S.C. 
675(5)(C)(i)) is amended by inser t ing ‘‘on ly in  the case of a  
ch ild who has a t ta ined 16 years of age’’ before ‘‘(in  cases where’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Sect ion 422(b)(8)(A)(iii)(II) 
(42 U.S.C. 622(b)(8)(A)(iii)(II)) is amended by inser t ing ‘‘, subject  
to the requ irements of sect ions 475(5)(C) and 475A(a)’’ a fter  
‘‘a r rangement ’’. 

(3) DELAYED APPLICABILITY WITH RESPE CT TO CERTAIN CHIL-
DREN.—In  the case of ch ildren  in  foster  care under  the responsi-
bility of an  Indian t r ibe, t r iba l organiza t ion , or  t r iba l consor t ium 
(either  direct ly or  under  supervision of a  Sta te), the amend-
ments made by th is subsect ion  sha ll not  apply unt il the da te 
tha t  is 3 years a fter  the da te of t he enactment  of th is Act . 
(b) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.— 

(1) IN GE NERAL.—Par t  E  of t it le IV (42 U.S.C. 670 et  
seq.) is amended by inser t ing a ft er  sect ion  475 the following: 

‘‘S E C. 475A. AD DITIONAL CAS E  P LAN AN D CASE  R E VIE W SYSTE M 

R E QU IR E ME NTS. 

‘‘(a ) RE QUIREMENTS FOR ANOTHER P LANNED PERMANENT LIVING 
ARRANGEMENT.—In  the case of any ch ild for  whom another  planned 
permanent  living a rrangement  is the permanency plan  determined 
for  the ch ild under  sect ion 475(5)(C), the following requirement s 
sha ll apply for  purposes of approving the case plan for  the child 
and the case syst em review procedure for  the ch ild: 

‘‘(1) DOCUME NTATION OF INTENSIVE , ONGOING, UNSUCCESS-
FUL EFFORTS FOR FAMILY PLACEMENT.—At each  permanency 
hear ing held with  respect  to the child, the Sta te agency docu-
ments the in tensive, ongoing, and, as of t he da te of t he hear ing, 
unsuccessfu l effor t s made by the Sta te agency to retu rn  the 
ch ild home or  secure a  placement  for  the ch ild with  a  fit  
and willing rela t ive (including adu lt  siblings), a  lega l guardian, 
or  an adopt ive paren t , including th rough effor ts tha t  u t ilize 
search technology (including socia l media) to find biologica l 
family members for  the ch ildren. 

‘‘(2) REDE TERMINATION OF APPROPRIATENESS OF PLACEMENT 
AT EACH PERMANENCY HEARING.—The Sta t e agency sha ll imple-
ment  procedures to ensure tha t , a t  each  permanency hear ing 
held with  respect  to the ch ild, the cour t  or  admin ist ra t ive 
body appoin ted or  approved by the cour t  conduct ing the hear ing 
on the permanency plan  for  t he ch ild does the following: 

‘‘(A) Ask the ch ild about  the desired permanency out -
come for  the child. 

‘‘(B) Make a  judicia l determina t ion expla in ing why, 
as of the da te of the hear ing, another  planned permanent  
living a r rangement  is t he best  permanency plan  for  the 

Procedures. 

Applicability. 

42 USC 675a. 

42 USC 622 note. 
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ch ild and provide compelling reasons why it  con t inues to 
not  be in  the best  in terests of the ch ild to— 

‘‘(i) retu rn home; 
‘‘(ii) be placed for  adopt ion; 
‘‘(iii) be placed with  a  lega l guardian; or  
‘‘(iv) be placed with  a  fit  and willing rela t ive. 

‘‘(3) DEMONSTRATION OF SUPPORT FOR ENGAGING IN AGE  
OR DEVELOPMENTALLY-APPROPRIATE ACTIVITIE S AND SOCIAL 
EVENTS.—At each  permanency hear ing held with  respect  t o 
the ch ild, the Sta te agency sha ll document  the st eps the Sta te 
agency is t aking to ensure tha t— 

‘‘(A) the ch ild’s fost er  family home or  child care inst itu -
t ion  is following the reasonable and pruden t  parent  
st andard; and 

‘‘(B) the ch ild has regu lar , ongoing oppor tun it ies to 
engage in  age or  developmenta lly appropr ia te act ivit ies 
(including by consult ing with  the ch ild in  an  age-appro-
pr ia te manner  about  t he oppor tun it ies of the ch ild to 
par t icipa te in  the act ivit ies).’’. 
(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 

(A) STATE PLAN REQUIREMENTS.— 
(i) P ART B.—Sect ion 422(b)(8)(A)(ii) (42 U.S.C. 

622(b)(8)(A)(ii)) is amended by inser t ing ‘‘and in  accord-
ance with  the requ irements of sect ion  475A’’ a fter  ‘‘sec-
t ion 475(5)’’. 

(ii) PART E .—Sect ion 471(a)(16) (42 U.S.C. 
671(a)(16)) is amended— 

(I) by inser t ing ‘‘and in  accordance with  the 
requ irements of sect ion 475A’’ a fter  ‘‘sect ion  
475(1)’’; and 

(II) by st r iking ‘‘sect ion  475(5)(B)’’ and 
inser t ing ‘‘sect ions 475(5) and 475A’’. 

(B) DEFINITIONS.—Sect ion  475 (42 U.S.C. 675) is 
amended— 

(i) in  pa ragraph  (1), in  the ma t ter  preceding 
subparagraph (A), by inser t ing ‘‘meets the requ ire-
ments of sect ion  475A and’’ a fter  ‘‘wr it t en  document  
which’’; and 

(ii) in  paragraph  (5)— 
(I) in  subparagraph (B), by adding a t  t he end 

the following ‘‘and, for  a  ch ild for  whom another  
planned permanent  living a r rangement  has been  
determined as the permanency plan , t he steps the 
Sta t e agency is taking to ensure the ch ild’s fost er  
family home or  ch ild care inst itu t ion is following 
the reasonable and pruden t  parent  standard and 
to a scer ta in  whether  the ch ild has regu lar , ongoing 
oppor tunit ies to engage in  age or  developmenta lly 
appropr ia te act ivit ies (including by consu lt ing with  
the ch ild in  an  age-appropr ia te manner  about  t he 
oppor tunit ies of the ch ild to par t icipa te in  the 
act ivit ies);’’; and 

(II) in  subparagraph  (C)— 
(aa) by inser t ing ‘‘, as of the da te of the 

hear ing,’’ a fter  ‘‘compelling reason  for  deter -
min ing’’; and 
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(bb) by inser t ing ‘‘subject  to sect ion 
475A(a),’’ a ft er  ‘‘another  planned permanent  
living a r rangement ,’’. 

(c) EFFE CTIVE DATE .— 
(1) IN GENE RAL.—The amendments made by th is sect ion 

sha ll take effect  on  the da te tha t  is 1 year  a fter  the da te 
of the enactment  of th is Act . 

(2) DELAY PERMITTED IF STATE LEGISLATION REQUIRED.— 
If t he Secreta ry of Health  and Human Services determines 
tha t  Sta t e legisla t ion  (other  than  legisla t ion appropr ia t ing 
funds) is requ ired in  order  for  a  Sta te plan developed pursuan t  
to par t  E  of t it le IV of the Socia l Secur ity Act  to meet  the 
addit iona l requirements imposed by the amendments made by 
th is sect ion, the plan  sha ll not  be regarded as fa iling to meet  
any of the addit iona l requirement s before the 1st  day of the 
1st  ca lendar  quar ter  beginn ing a fter  t he 1st  regular  session 
of the Sta te legisla ture tha t  begins a ft er  the da te of the enact -
ment  of th is Act . If the Sta te has a  2-year  legisla t ive session, 
each year  of the session  is deemed to be a  separa te regu lar  
session  of the Sta t e legisla ture. 

S E C. 113. E MP O WE R IN G F OSTE R  CH ILDR E N AG E  14 AN D OLDE R  IN 

TH E  DE VE LOP ME NT OF  TH E IR  OWN CASE  P LAN  AND 

TR ANSITION  P LANN ING  F O R  A SUCCE SSF UL AD ULTH O OD. 

(a ) IN GENERAL.—Sect ion 475(1)(B) (42 U.S.C. 675(1)(B)) is 
amended by adding a t  the end the following: ‘‘With  respect  to 
a  ch ild who has a t ta ined 14 years of age, t he plan  developed 
for  the ch ild in  accordance with  th is paragraph , and any revision  
or  addit ion  to the plan , sha ll be developed in  consu lta t ion  with  
the ch ild and, a t  the opt ion  of t he ch ild, with  up to 2 members 
of the case plann ing team who are chosen  by the child and who 
are not  a  foster  paren t  of, or  caseworker  for , t he ch ild. A Sta te 
may reject  an  individua l select ed by a  ch ild to be a  member  of 
t he case planning t eam a t  any t ime if the Sta t e has good cause 
to believe tha t  t he individua l would not  act  in  the best  in terests 
of the child. One individua l selected by a  ch ild to be a  member  
of the ch ild’s ca se planning t eam may be designa ted to be the 
ch ild’s advisor  and, as necessary, advoca te, with  respect  to the 
applica t ion of the rea sonable and prudent  parent  standard to the 
ch ild.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS TO INCLUDE CHILDREN 14 AND 
OLDER IN TRANSITION PLANNING.—Sect ion 475 (42 U.S.C. 675) is 
amended— 

(1) in  paragraph  (1)(D), by st r iking ‘‘Where appropr ia t e, 
for  a  ch ild age 16’’ and inser t ing ‘‘For  a  ch ild who has a t ta ined 
14 years of age’’; and 

(2) in  paragraph  (5)— 
(A) in  subparagraph  (C)— 

(i) in  clause (i), by st r iking ‘‘16’’ and inser t ing 
‘‘14’’; 

(ii) by st r iking ‘‘and’’ a t  the end of clause (ii); 
and 

(iii) by adding a t  t he end the following: ‘‘and (iv) 
if a  child has a t ta ined 14 years of age, the permanency 
plan developed for  the child, and any revision  or  addi-
t ion to the plan, sha ll be developed in  consu lta t ion  
with  the ch ild and, a t  the opt ion of the ch ild, with  

Determina t ion . 

42 USC 622 note. 
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not  more than  2 members of t he permanency plann ing 
team who are selected by the child and who are not  
a  foster  parent  of, or  caseworker  for , t he ch ild, except  
tha t  the Sta te may reject  an  individua l so selected 
by the child if the Sta t e has good cause to believe 
tha t  the individua l would not  act  in  the best  in terests 
of t he ch ild, and 1 individua l so selected by the child 
may be designa ted to be the ch ild’s advisor  and, as 
necessary, advoca te, with  respect  to the applica t ion  
of the reasonable and pruden t  standard to the ch ild;’’; 
and 
(B) in  subparagraph (I), by st r iking ‘‘16’’ and inser t ing 

‘‘14’’. 
(c) TRANSITION PLANNING FOR A SUCCESSFUL ADULTHOOD.— 

Paragraphs (1)(D), (5)(C)(i), and (5)(C)(iii) of sect ion 475 (42 U.S.C. 
675) a re each  amended by st r iking ‘‘independen t  living’’ and 
inser t ing ‘‘a  successfu l adu lthood’’. 

(d) LIST OF RIGHTS.—Sect ion 475A, as added by sect ion 
112(b)(1) of th is Act , is amended by adding a t  t he end the following: 

‘‘(b) LIST OF RIGHTS.—The case plan  for  any child in  foster  
care under  the responsibility of the Sta te who has a t ta ined 14 
years of age sha ll include— 

‘‘(1) a  document  tha t  descr ibes the r igh ts of the child with  
respect  to educa t ion , hea lth , visit a t ion, and court  par t icipa t ion, 
the r igh t  to be provided with  the documents specified in  sect ion  
475(5)(I) in  accordance with  tha t  sect ion , and the r igh t  to 
stay safe and avoid exploit a t ion; and 

‘‘(2) a  signed acknowledgment  by the ch ild tha t  the ch ild 
has been  provided with  a  copy of the document  and tha t  the 
r ight s con ta ined in  the document  have been  expla ined to the 
ch ild in  an age-appropr ia te way.’’. 
(e) RE PORT.—Not  la ter  t han  2 years a fter  the da te of t he 

enactment  of th is Act , the Secret a ry of Health  and Human Services 
sha ll submit  a  repor t  to Congress regarding the implementa t ion 
of the amendments made by th is sect ion . The repor t  sha ll include— 

(1) an ana lysis of how Sta tes a re admin ist er ing the requ ire-
ments of paragraphs (1)(B) and (5)(C) of sect ion 475 of the 
Socia l Secur ity Act , as amended by subsect ions (a ) and (b) 
of th is sect ion, tha t  a  ch ild in  foster  care who has a t ta ined 
14 years of age be permit ted to select  up to 2 members of 
the case planning team or  permanency planning team for  the 
ch ild from individua ls who are not  a  fost er  paren t  of, or  case-
worker  for , the child; and 

(2) a  descr ipt ion of best  pract ices of Sta t es with  respect  
to the admin ist ra t ion  of the requ irements. 
(f) EFFECTIVE DATE .— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by th is sect ion 
sha ll take effect  on  the da te tha t  is 1 year  a fter  the da te 
of the enactment  of th is Act . 

(2) DE LAY P ERMITTED IF STATE LE GISLATION REQUIRED.— 
If t he Secreta ry of Health  and Human Services determines 
tha t  Sta t e legisla t ion  (other  than  legisla t ion appropr ia t ing 
funds) is requ ired in  order  for  a  Sta te plan developed pursuan t  
to par t  E  of t it le IV of the Socia l Secur ity Act  to meet  the 
addit iona l requirements imposed by the amendments made by 
th is sect ion, the plan  sha ll not  be regarded as fa iling to meet  
any of the addit iona l requirement s before the 1st  day of the 

Deter mina t ion . 

42 USC 675 n ote. 

An te, p. 1926. 
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1st  ca lendar  quar ter  beginn ing a fter  t he 1st  regular  session 
of the Sta te legisla ture tha t  begins a ft er  the da te of the enact -
ment  of th is Act . If the Sta te has a  2-year  legisla t ive session, 
each year  of the session  is deemed to be a  separa te regu lar  
session  of the Sta t e legisla ture. 

S E C. 114. E NSUR ING F OSTE R  CH ILDR E N H AVE  A BIR TH  CE R TIF ICATE , 

SOCIAL S E CU R ITY CAR D, H E ALTH  INSU R ANCE  INF OR MA-

TION, ME DICAL R E COR D S, AN D A D R IVE R ’S LICE NS E  O R  

E QUIVALE NT S TATE -ISSUE D IDE N TIF ICATION CAR D . 

(a ) CASE RE VIEW SYSTEM REQUIREMENT.—Sect ion 475(5)(I) (42 
U.S.C. 675(5)(I)) is amended— 

(1) by st r iking ‘‘and receives assistance’’ and inser t ing 
‘‘receives assistance’’; and 

(2) by inser t ing ‘‘, and, if the ch ild is leaving fost er  care 
by reason of having a t t a ined 18 years of age or  such  grea t er  
age as the Sta te has elect ed under  paragraph  (8), un less the 
ch ild has been  in  foster  care for  less than 6 months, is not  
discharged from care without  being provided with  (if the child 
is eligible to receive such document) an  officia l or  cer t ified 
copy of the United Sta t es bir th  cer t ifica t e of t he ch ild, a  socia l 
security card issued by the Commissioner  of Socia l Secur ity, 
hea lth  insurance in format ion , a  copy of the child’s medica l 
records, and a  dr iver ’s license or  ident ifica t ion  card issued 
by a  Sta te in  accordance with  the requ irements of sect ion  
202 of the REAL ID Act  of 2005’’ before the per iod. 
(b) E FFECTIVE DATE .— 

(1) IN GENE RAL.—The amendments made by th is sect ion 
sha ll t ake effect  1 year  a ft er  the da te of enactment  of th is 
Act . 

(2) DELAY PERMITTED IF STATE LEGISLATION REQUIRED.— 
If t he Secreta ry of Health  and Human Services determines 
tha t  Sta t e legisla t ion  (other  than  legisla t ion appropr ia t ing 
funds) is requ ired in  order  for  a  Sta te plan developed pursuan t  
to par t  E  of t it le IV of the Socia l Secur ity Act  to meet  the 
addit iona l requirements imposed by the amendments made by 
th is sect ion, the plan  sha ll not  be regarded as fa iling to meet  
any of the addit iona l requirement s before the 1st  day of the 
1st  ca lendar  quar ter  beginn ing a fter  t he 1st  regular  session 
of the Sta te legisla ture tha t  begins a ft er  the da te of the enact -
ment  of th is Act . If the Sta te has a  2-year  legisla t ive session, 
each year  of the session  is deemed to be a  separa te regu lar  
session  of the Sta t e legisla ture. 

S E C. 115. IN F OR MATION ON CH ILDR E N  IN F O STE R  CAR E  IN  ANNUAL 

R E P O R TS US ING  AF CAR S DATA; CON SULTATION. 

Sect ion 479A (42 U.S.C. 679b) is amended— 
(1) by st r iking ‘‘The Secreta ry’’ and inser t ing the following: 

‘‘(a ) IN GENERAL.—The Secreta ry’’; 
(2) in  paragraph  (5), by st r ik ing ‘‘and’’ a fter  the semicolon; 
(3) in  paragraph  (6)(C), by st r iking the per iod a t  the end 

and inser t ing ‘‘; and’’; and 
(4) by adding a t  the end the following: 
‘‘(7) include in  the report  submit ted pursuan t  t o paragraph  

(5) for  fisca l year  2016 or  any succeeding fisca l year , Sta te- 
by-Sta te da ta  on— 

Determina t ion . 

42 USC 675 note. 
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‘‘(A) ch ildren  in  foster  care who have been  placed in  
a  ch ild care inst itu t ion  or  other  set t ing tha t  is not  a  foster  
family home, including— 

‘‘(i) the number  of ch ildren  in  the placements and 
their  ages, including separa tely, the number  and ages 
of children  who have a  permanency plan  of another  
planned permanent  living a r rangement ; 

‘‘(ii) the dura t ion of the placement  in  the set t ings 
(including for  ch ildren  who have a  permanency plan  
of another  planned permanent  living a r rangement); 

‘‘(iii) t he types of ch ild care inst itu t ions used 
(including group homes, resident ia l t rea tment , shel-
ters, or  other  congrega te care set t ings); 

‘‘(iv) with  respect  t o each  ch ild care inst itu t ion  
or  other  set t ing tha t  is not  a  foster  family home, the 
number  of ch ildren in  fost er  care residing in  each 
such inst itu t ion  or  non-foster  family home; 

‘‘(v) any clin ica lly diagnosed specia l need of such  
children ; and 

‘‘(vi) the exten t  of any specia lized educa t ion , t rea t -
ment , counseling, or  other  services provided in  the 
set t ings; and 
‘‘(B) children  in  foster  care who a re pregnan t  or  par -

en t ing. 
‘‘(b) CONSULTATION ON OTHER ISSUES.—The Secreta ry sha ll 

consult  with  Sta tes and organ iza t ions with  an  in terest  in  ch ild 
welfa re, including organiza t ions tha t  provide adopt ion  and foster  
care services, and sha ll take in to account  requests from Members 
of Congress, in  select ing other  issues to be ana lyzed and repor ted 
on under  th is sect ion using da ta  ava ilable to the Secret a ry, 
including da ta  repor ted by Sta tes th rough  the Adopt ion  and Foster  
Care Analysis and Repor t ing System and to the Nat iona l Youth 
in  Transit ion  Database.’’. 

Su b t i t le  C—Na t ion a l Ad visor y  Com m it t e e  

S E C. 121. E STABLISH ME N T OF  A NATIONAL ADVISO R Y CO MMITTE E  

ON TH E  SE X TR AF F ICKING OF  CH ILDR E N  AND YO UTH  IN  

TH E  UNITE D STATE S . 

Tit le XI (42 U.S.C. 1301 et  seq.) is amended by inser t ing 
a fter  sect ion 1114 the following: 

‘‘NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTE E ON THE SEX TRAFFICKING OF  
CHIILDREN AND YOUTH IN THE UNITE D STATES 

‘‘SE C. 1114A. (a ) OFFICIAL DESIGNATION.—This sect ion rela t es 
to the Nat iona l Advisory Commit tee on  the Sex Tra fficking of 
Children  and Youth  in  the United Sta tes (in  th is sect ion refer red 
to as the ‘Commit tee’). 

‘‘(b) AUTHORITY.—Not  la ter  than  2 years a fter  the da te of enact -
ment  of th is sect ion , the Secreta ry sha ll establish  and appoin t  
a ll members of the Commit tee. 

‘‘(c) MEMBERSHIP .— 
‘‘(1) COMPOSITION.—The Commit tee sha ll be composed of 

not  more than  21 members whose diverse exper ience and back-
ground enable them to provide ba lanced poin ts of view with  
regard to ca rrying ou t  the dut ies of the Commit tee. 

Deadline. 

42 USC 1314b. 
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‘‘(2) SELECTION.—The Secreta ry, in  consu lta t ion  with  the 
At torney Genera l and Nat iona l Governors Associa t ion , sha ll 
appoin t  the members to the Commit tee. At  least  1 Commit tee 
member  sha ll be a  former  sex t ra fficking vict im. 2 Commit tee 
members sha ll be a  Governor  of a  Sta te, 1 of whom sha ll 
be a  member  of the Democra t ic Par ty and 1 of whom sha ll 
be a  member  of the Republican  Par ty. 

‘‘(3) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT; VACANCIES.—Members sha ll 
be appoin ted for  the life of the Commit tee. A vacancy in  the 
Commit t ee sha ll be filled in  the manner  in  which  the or igina l 
appoin tment  was made and sha ll not  a ffect  the powers or  
dut ies of the Commit t ee. 

‘‘(4) COMPE NSATION.—Commit t ee members sha ll serve 
withou t  compensa t ion  or  per  diem in  lieu of subsistence. 
‘‘(d) DUTIES.— 

‘‘(1) NATIONAL RESPONSE .—The Commit t ee sha ll advise the 
Secreta ry and the At torney Genera l on  pract ica l and genera l 
policies concern ing improvements to the Nat ion’s response to 
the sex t ra fficking of ch ildren  and you th  in  the Unit ed Sta tes. 

‘‘(2) P OLICIES FOR COOPERATION.—The Commit tee sha ll 
advise the Secret a ry and the At torney Genera l on  pract ica l 
and genera l policies concern ing the coopera t ion  of Federa l, 
St a te, loca l, and t r iba l governments, child welfa re agencies, 
socia l service providers, physica l hea lth  and menta l hea lth  
providers, vict im service providers, Sta te or  loca l cour ts with  
responsibility for  conduct ing or  supervising proceedings rela t ing 
to ch ild welfa re or  socia l services for  ch ildren and their  families, 
Federa l, Sta te, and loca l police, juven ile deten t ion  centers, and 
runaway and homeless you th  programs, schools, the gaming 
and enter ta inment  indust ry, and businesses and organ iza t ions 
tha t  provide services to youth, on  responding to sex t ra fficking, 
including the development  and implementa t ion  of— 

‘‘(A) successfu l in t erven t ions with  children  and you th 
who are exposed to condit ions tha t  make them vu lnerable 
to, or  vict ims of, sex t ra fficking; and 

‘‘(B) recommendat ions for  admin ist ra t ive or  legisla t ive 
changes necessary to use programs, propert ies, or  other  
resources owned, opera t ed, or  funded by the Federa l 
Government  to provide safe housing for  children  and you th 
who are sex t ra fficking vict ims and provide support  to 
en t it ies tha t  provide housing or  other  assistance to the 
vict ims. 
‘‘(3) BE ST PRACTICES AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR STATES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Within  2 years a fter  the establish -
ment  of the Commit tee, the Commit tee sha ll develop 2 
t ier s (refer red to in  th is subparagraph  as ‘Tier  I’ and ‘Tier  
II’) of recommended best  pract ices for  Sta tes to follow in  
combat ing the sex t ra fficking of children  and you th . Tier  
I sha ll provide Sta t es tha t  have not  yet  substan t ively 
addressed the sex t ra fficking of children  and you th  with  
an  idea  of where to begin  and what  st eps to take. Tier  
II sha ll provide Sta tes tha t  a re a lready working to address 
the sex t ra fficking of children  and you th with  examples 
of policies tha t  a re a lready being used effect ively by other  
Sta tes to address sex t ra fficking. 

‘‘(B) DEVELOPMENT.—The best  pract ices sha ll be based 
on  mult idisciplinary research and promising, evidence- 

Deadlin e. 

Recommenda- 
t ions. 

Consu lt a t ion . 
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based models and programs as reflected in  Sta te effor t s 
to meet  the requ irements of sect ions 101 and 102 of the 
Prevent ing Sex Trafficking and St rengthen ing Families 
Act . 

‘‘(C) CONTENT.—The best  pract ices sha ll be user - 
fr iendly, incorpora t e the most  up-to-da te t echnology, and 
include the following: 

‘‘(i) Sample t ra ining mater ia ls, protocols, and 
screening tools tha t , to the exten t  possible, accommo-
da te for  regiona l differences among the Sta tes, to pre-
pa re individua ls who admin ist er  socia l services to iden-
t ify and serve children  and youth  who are sex t ra f-
ficking vict ims or  a t -r isk of sex t ra fficking. 

‘‘(ii) Mult idisciplinary st ra tegies to ident ify vict ims, 
manage cases, and improve services for  a ll children  
and you th  who are a t  r isk of sex t ra fficking, or  a re 
sex t ra fficking vict ims, in  the United Sta tes. 

‘‘(iii) Sample protocols and recommendat ions based 
on  cur ren t  Sta tes’ effor t s, account ing for  regiona l dif-
ferences between  Sta tes tha t  provide for  effect ive, 
cross-system collabora t ion between  Federa l, St a te, 
loca l, and t r iba l governments, ch ild welfa re agencies, 
socia l service providers, physica l hea lth  and menta l 
hea lth  providers, vict im service providers, Sta te or  loca l 
cour ts with  responsibility for  conduct ing or  supervising 
proceedings rela t ing to ch ild welfa re or  socia l services 
for  children  and their  families, t he gaming and en ter-
ta inment  indust ry, Federa l, St a te, and loca l police, 
juven ile detent ion  cen ters and runaway and homeless 
you th programs, housing resources tha t  a re appro-
pr ia te for  housing ch ild and youth vict ims of t ra f-
ficking, schools, and businesses and organ iza t ions tha t  
provide services to ch ildren and youth. These protocols 
and recommendat ions shou ld include st ra t egies to iden-
t ify vict ims and collect , document , and share da ta  
across systems and agencies, and shou ld be designed 
to help agencies bet t er  understand the type of sex 
t ra fficking involved, the scope of t he problem, the needs 
of the popula t ion to be served, ways to address the 
demand for  t ra fficked ch ildren  and youth and increase 
prosecu t ions of t ra ffickers and purchasers of ch ildren 
and you th , and the degree of vict im in teract ion  with  
mult iple systems. 

‘‘(iv) Developing the cr iter ia  and guidelines nec-
essary for  establishing safe residen t ia l placements for  
fost er  ch ildren  who have been  sex t ra fficked as well 
as vict ims of t ra fficking ident ified through in teract ion  
with  law enforcement . 

‘‘(v) Developing t ra ining gu idelines for  caregivers 
tha t  serve ch ildren and you th  being cared for  ou tside 
the home. 
‘‘(D) INFORMING STATES OF BEST PRACTICE S.—The Com-

mit tee, in  coordina t ion  with  the Nat iona l Governors 
Associa t ion , Secret a ry and At torney Genera l, sha ll ensure 
tha t  Sta te Governors and child welfa re agencies a re not ified 
and in formed on  a  quar t er ly basis of the best  pract ices 
and recommendat ions for  Sta t es, and not ified 6 months 

Not ifica t ions. 
Deadlines. 
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in  advance tha t  the Commit t ee will be eva lua t ing the 
extent  to which  Sta t es adopt  the Commit tee’s recommenda-
t ions. 

‘‘(E) RE PORT ON STATE IMPLEMENTATION.—With in  3 
years a fter  the establishment  of the Commit tee, t he Com-
mit tee sha ll submit  to the Secreta ry and the At torney 
Genera l, as par t  of it s fina l repor t  as well as for  online 
and publicly ava ilable publica t ion , a  descr ipt ion of what  
each  Sta t e has done to implement  the recommendat ions 
of the Commit tee. 

‘‘(e) REPORTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commit tee sha ll submit  an  in ter im 

and a  fina l repor t  on  the work of the Commit tee to— 
‘‘(A) the Secret a ry; 
‘‘(B) the At torney Genera l; 
‘‘(C) the Commit tee on  F inance of the Senate; and 
‘‘(D) the Commit t ee on Ways and Means of the House 

of Represen ta t ives. 
‘‘(2) REPORTING DATES.—The in ter im repor t  sha ll be sub-

mit t ed not  la t er  than  3 years a fter  the establishment  of t he 
Commit t ee. The fina l repor t  sha ll be submit ted not  la ter  than 
4 years a fter  the establishment  of t he Commit tee. 
‘‘(f) ADMINISTRATION.— 

‘‘(1) AGENCY SUPPORT.—The Secreta ry sha ll direct  the head 
of the Admin ist ra t ion  for  Children  and Families of the Depar t -
ment  of Hea lth  and Human Services to provide a ll necessary 
suppor t  for  t he Commit tee. 

‘‘(2) MEETINGS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GE NE RAL.—The Commit tee will meet  a t  t he 

ca ll of t he Secreta ry a t  least  twice each  year  to car ry 
ou t  th is sect ion , and more often as otherwise required. 

‘‘(B) ACCOMMODATION FOR COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
UNABLE TO ATTEND IN PE RSON.—The Secreta ry sha ll crea te 
a  process th rough  which  Commit tee members who are 
unable to t ravel to a  Commit tee meet ing in  person  may 
par t icipa te remotely through the use of video conference, 
teleconference, online, or  other  means. 
‘‘(3) SUBCOMMITTEES.—The Commit t ee may est ablish  sub-

commit t ees or  working groups, a s necessary and consistent  
with  the mission  of t he Commit tee. The subcommit tees or  
working groups sha ll have no au thor ity to make decisions on  
beha lf of t he Commit t ee, nor  sha ll t hey repor t  direct ly to any 
officia l or  en t ity list ed in  subsect ion (d). 

‘‘(4) RECORDKE EPING.—The records of the Commit t ee and 
any subcommit tees and working groups sha ll be main ta ined 
in  accordance with  appropr ia t e Depa rtment  of Health  and 
Human Services policies and procedures and sha ll be ava ilable 
for  public inspect ion and copying, subject  to the F reedom of 
In format ion  Act  (5 U.S.C. 552). 
‘‘(g) TE RMINATION.—The Commit tee sha ll termina te 5 years 

a fter  t he da te of it s est ablishment , bu t  the Secreta ry sha ll con t inue 
to opera te and update, as necessary, an Int ernet  websit e displaying 
the Sta t e best  pract ices, recommenda t ions, and eva lua t ion of Sta te- 
by-Sta te implementa t ion of the Secreta ry’s recommendat ions. 

‘‘(h) DEFINITION.—For  the purpose of th is sect ion , t he t erm 
‘sex t ra fficking’ includes the definit ion  set  for th  in  sect ion  103(10) 
of the Trafficking Vict ims Protect ion Act  of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 

Web site. 

Public 
in for ma t ion. 
Web post ing. 
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7102(10)) and ‘severe form of t ra fficking in  persons’ descr ibed in  
sect ion  103(9)(A) of such  Act .’’. 

TITLE  I I—IMP R OVING ADOP TION IN-
CE NTIVE S AND E XTE NDING F AMILY 
CONNE CTION GR ANTS 

Su b t i t le  A—Im p r ovin g  Ad op t ion  In cen t ive  
P a ym en t s  

S E C. 201. E XTE NSION OF  P R OGR AM TH R OUGH  F ISCAL YE AR  2016. 

Sect ion 473A (42 U.S.C. 673b) is amended— 
(1) in  subsect ion  (b)(5), by st r iking ‘‘2008 th rough  2012’’ 

and inser t ing ‘‘2013 th rough  2015’’; and 
(2) in  each  of paragraphs (1)(D) and (2) of subsect ion (h ), 

by st r iking ‘‘2013’’ and inser t ing ‘‘2016’’. 

S E C. 202. IMP R O VE ME NTS TO  AWAR D S TR UCTU R E . 

(a ) ELIGIBILITY FOR AWARD.—Sect ion 473A(b) (42 U.S.C. 
673b(b)) is amended by st r ik ing paragraph  (2) and redesigna t ing 
paragraphs (3) th rough  (5) as paragraphs (2) th rough  (4), r espec-
t ively. 

(b) DATA REQUIREME NTS.—Sect ion 473A(c)(2) (42 U.S.C. 
673b(c)(2)) is amended— 

(1) in  the paragraph  heading, by st r iking ‘‘NUMBERS OF  
ADOPTIONS’’ and inser t ing ‘‘RATES OF ADOPTIONS AND 
GUARDIANSHIPS’’; 

(2) by st r iking ‘‘the numbers’’ and a ll tha t  follows through  
‘‘sect ion,’’ and inser t ing ‘‘each  of the ra tes requ ired to be deter -
mined under  th is sect ion with  respect  to a  Sta t e and a  fisca l 
year ,’’; and 

(3) by inser t ing before the per iod the following: ‘‘, and, 
with  respect  to the determina t ion of t he ra tes rela t ed to foster  
ch ild guardianships, on  the basis of informat ion  repor ted to 
the Secreta ry under  paragraph  (12) of subsect ion  (g)’’. 
(c) AWARD AMOUNT.—Sect ion 473A(d) (42 U.S.C. 673b(d)) is 

amended— 
(1) in  pa ragraph (1), by st r ik ing subpa ragraphs (A) through 

(C) and inser t ing the following: 
‘‘(A) $5,000, mult iplied by the amount  (if any) by 

which— 
‘‘(i) t he number  of foster  child adopt ions in  the 

Sta t e dur ing the fisca l year ; exceeds 
‘‘(ii) the product  (rounded to the nearest  whole 

number ) of— 
‘‘(I) t he base ra te of foster  ch ild adopt ions for  

the Sta t e for  t he fisca l year ; and 
‘‘(II) the number  of ch ildren in  foster  care 

under  the supervision  of t he Sta te on  the last  
day of t he preceding fisca l year ; 

‘‘(B) $7,500, mult iplied by the amount  (if any) by 
which— 
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‘‘(i) the number  of pre-adolescent  ch ild adopt ions 
and pre-adolescen t  foster  ch ild guardianships in  the 
Sta t e dur ing the fisca l year ; exceeds 

‘‘(ii) the product  (rounded to the nearest  whole 
number ) of— 

‘‘(I) the base ra te of pre-adolescent  ch ild adop-
t ions and pre-adolescent  foster  ch ild guardiansh ips 
for  t he Sta te for  the fisca l year ; and 

‘‘(II) the number  of ch ildren in  foster  care 
under  the supervision  of t he Sta te on  the last  
day of the preceding fisca l year  who have a t t a ined 
9 years of age bu t  not  14 years of age; and 

‘‘(C) $10,000, mult iplied by the amount  (if any) by 
which— 

‘‘(i) the number  of older  child adopt ions and older  
fost er  ch ild gua rdiansh ips in  the Sta t e dur ing the fisca l 
year ; exceeds 

‘‘(ii) the product  (rounded to the nearest  whole 
number ) of— 

‘‘(I) the base ra te of older  child adopt ions and 
older  foster  ch ild guardiansh ips for  the Sta te for  
the fisca l year ; and 

‘‘(II) the number  of ch ildren in  foster  care 
under  the supervision  of t he Sta te on  the last  
day of the preceding fisca l year  who have a t t a ined 
14 years of age; and 

‘‘(D) $4,000, mult iplied by the amount  (if any) by 
which— 

‘‘(i) t he number  of foster  child guardianships in  
the Sta te dur ing the fisca l year ; exceeds 

‘‘(ii) the product  (rounded to the nearest  whole 
number ) of— 

‘‘(I) the base ra te of fost er  ch ild guardianships 
for  t he Sta te for  the fisca l year ; and 

‘‘(II) the number  of ch ildren in  foster  care 
under  the supervision  of t he Sta te on  the last  
day of t he preceding fisca l year .’’; and 

(2) by st r iking paragraph  (3) and inser t ing the following: 
‘‘(3) INCRE ASED ADOPTION AND LE GAL GUARDIANSHIP INCEN-

TIVE PAYMENT FOR TIMELY ADOPTIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GE NE RAL.—If for  any of fisca l yea rs 2013 

th rough  2015, the tota l amount  of adopt ion  and lega l 
guardiansh ip incent ive payments payable under  paragraph  
(1) of th is subsect ion a re less than  the amount  appropr ia t ed 
under  subsect ion  (h) for  t he fisca l year , then , from the 
remainder  of t he amount  appropr ia t ed for  t he fisca l year  
tha t  is not  requ ired for  such payments (in  th is paragraph  
refer red to as the ‘t imely adopt ion  award pool’), t he Sec-
ret a ry sha ll increase the adopt ion  incen t ive payment  deter -
mined under  paragraph (1) for  each  Sta te tha t  the Sec-
ret a ry determines is a  t imely adopt ion  award Sta te for  
the fisca l year  by the award amount  det ermined for  the 
fisca l year  under  subparagraph  (C). 

‘‘(B) TIMELY ADOPTION AWARD STATE DE FINED.—A Sta te 
is a  t imely adopt ion award Sta te for  a  fisca l year  if the 
Secreta ry determines tha t , for  ch ildren  who were in  foster  
care under  the supervision of the Sta te a t  the t ime of 

Determina t ion . 
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adopt ive placement , the average number  of months from 
removal of children  from their  home to the placement  of 
ch ildren in  fina lized adopt ions is less than 24 months. 

‘‘(C) AWARD AMOUNT.—For  purposes of subparagraph  
(A), the award amount  determined under  th is subpara-
graph  with  respect  to a  fisca l year  is t he amount  equal 
to the t imely adopt ion  award pool for  t he fisca l year  divided 
by the number  of t imely adopt ion  award Sta tes for  t he 
fisca l year .’’. 

(d) DEFINITIONS.—Sect ion 473A(g) (42 U.S.C. 673b(g)) is 
amended by st r iking paragraphs (1) t hrough (8) and inser t ing the 
following: 

‘‘(1) FOSTE R CHILD ADOPTION RATE .—The term ‘foster  ch ild 
adopt ion ra te’ means, with  respect  to a  Sta te and a  fisca l 
year , the percen tage determined by dividing— 

‘‘(A) the number  of foster  ch ild adopt ions fina lized in  
the Sta te dur ing the fisca l year ; by 

‘‘(B) the number  of ch ildren  in  foster  care under  the 
supervision of the Sta te on  the last  day of the preceding 
fisca l year . 
‘‘(2) BASE RATE OF FOSTER CHILD ADOPTIONS.—The term 

‘base ra te of foster  ch ild adopt ions’ means, with  respect  to 
a  Sta te and a  fisca l year , the lesser  of— 

‘‘(A) the foster  ch ild adopt ion  ra t e for  the Sta t e for  
the then immedia tely preceding fisca l yea r ; or  

‘‘(B) the foster  ch ild adopt ion  ra t e for  the Sta t e for  
the average of the then  immedia tely preceding 3 fisca l 
years. 
‘‘(3) FOSTE R CHILD ADOPTION.—The term ‘foster  child adop-

t ion’ means the fina l adopt ion  of a  child who, a t  the t ime 
of adopt ive placement , was in  fost er  care under  the supervision  
of the Sta te. 

‘‘(4) PRE-ADOLE SCENT CHILD ADOPTION AND PRE-ADOLES-
CENT FOSTE R CHILD GUARDIANSHIP RATE .—The term ‘pre-adoles-
cen t  ch ild adopt ion and pre-adolescen t  foster  ch ild guardiansh ip 
ra te’ means, with  respect  to a  Sta t e and a  fisca l year , the 
percen tage determined by dividing— 

‘‘(A) the number  of pre-adolescent  ch ild adopt ions and 
pre-adolescen t  foster  ch ild guardiansh ips fina lized in  the 
Sta te dur ing the fisca l year ; by 

‘‘(B) the number  of ch ildren  in  foster  care under  the 
supervision of the Sta te on  the last  day of the preceding 
fisca l yea r , who have a t ta ined 9 years of age but  not  
14 years of age. 
‘‘(5) BASE RATE OF PRE-ADOLESCENT CHILD ADOPTIONS AND 

PRE-ADOLESCENT FOSTE R CHILD GUARDIANSHIPS.—The term 
‘base ra te of pre-adolescen t  ch ild adopt ions and pre-adolescen t  
foster  ch ild guardiansh ips’ means, with  respect  to a  Sta te and 
a  fisca l year , the lesser  of— 

‘‘(A) the pre-adolescen t  ch ild adopt ion  and pre-adoles-
cen t  foster  ch ild guardianship ra te for  the Sta te for  the 
then  immedia tely preceding fisca l year ; or  

‘‘(B) the pre-adolescen t  ch ild adopt ion  and pre-adoles-
cen t  foster  ch ild guardianship ra te for  the Sta te for  the 
average of t he then  immedia tely preceding 3 fisca l years. 
‘‘(6) PRE-ADOLE SCENT CHILD ADOPTION AND PRE-ADOLES-

CENT FOSTE R CHILD GUARDIANSHIP .—The t erm ‘pre-adolescen t  
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ch ild adopt ion and pre-adolescen t  fost er  ch ild guardianship’ 
means the fina l adopt ion , or  t he placement  in to foster  ch ild 
guardiansh ip (a s defined in  paragraph (12)) of a  ch ild who 
has a t t a ined 9 years of age bu t  not  14 years of age if— 

‘‘(A) a t  the t ime of the adopt ive or  fost er  ch ild guardian-
sh ip placement , the ch ild was in  fost er  care under  the 
supervision of the Sta t e; or  

‘‘(B) an  adopt ion assistance agreement  was in  effect  
under  sect ion  473(a) with  respect  to the ch ild. 
‘‘(7) OLDER CHILD ADOPTION AND OLDER FOSTER CHILD 

GUARDIANSHIP RATE .—The t erm ‘older  child adopt ion  and older  
foster  ch ild guardianship ra te’ means, with  respect  to a  Sta te 
and a  fisca l year , the percen tage determined by dividing— 

‘‘(A) the number  of older  ch ild adopt ions and older  
fost er  child guardiansh ips fina lized in  the Sta te dur ing 
the fisca l year ; by 

‘‘(B) the number  of ch ildren  in  foster  care under  the 
supervision of the Sta te on  the last  day of the preceding 
fisca l year , who have a t ta ined 14 years of age. 
‘‘(8) BASE RATE OF OLDER CHILD ADOPTIONS AND OLDER 

FOSTER CHILD GUARDIANSHIPS.—The term ‘base ra te of older  
ch ild adopt ions and older  foster  ch ild guardianships’ means, 
with  respect  to a  Sta te and a  fisca l year , the lesser  of— 

‘‘(A) the older  child adopt ion and older  foster  ch ild 
guardiansh ip ra te for  t he Sta te for  t he then immedia tely 
preceding fisca l year ; or  

‘‘(B) the older  child adopt ion and older  foster  ch ild 
guardiansh ip ra t e for  the Sta te for  the average of the 
then  immedia tely preceding 3 fisca l years. 
‘‘(9) OLDER CHILD ADOPTION AND OLDER FOSTER CHILD 

GUARDIANSHIP .—The term ‘older  ch ild adopt ion  and older  fost er  
ch ild guardiansh ip’ means the fina l adopt ion, or  the placement  
in to foster  ch ild guardiansh ip (as defined in  pa ragraph  (12)) 
of a  child who has a t t a ined 14 years of age if— 

‘‘(A) a t  the t ime of the adopt ive or  fost er  ch ild guardian-
sh ip placement , the ch ild was in  fost er  care under  the 
supervision of the Sta t e; or  

‘‘(B) an  adopt ion assistance agreement  was in  effect  
under  sect ion  473(a) with  respect  to the ch ild. 
‘‘(10) F OSTE R CHILD GUARDIANSHIP RATE .—The term ‘foster  

ch ild guardiansh ip ra te’ means, with  respect  to a  Sta te and 
a  fisca l year , the percentage determined by dividing— 

‘‘(A) the number  of foster  child guardiansh ips occurr ing 
in  the Sta te dur ing the fisca l year ; by 

‘‘(B) the number  of ch ildren  in  foster  care under  the 
supervision of the Sta te on  the last  day of the preceding 
fisca l year . 
‘‘(11) BASE RATE OF FOSTER CHILD GUARDIANSHIPS.—The 

term ‘base ra te of fost er  ch ild guardianships’ means, with  
respect  to a  Sta te and a  fisca l year , t he lesser  of— 

‘‘(A) the foster  ch ild guardianship ra te for  the Sta t e 
for  the then  immedia t ely preceding fisca l year ; or  

‘‘(B) the foster  ch ild guardianship ra te for  the Sta t e 
for  the average of t he then  immedia tely preceding 3 fisca l 
years. 
‘‘(12) F OSTE R CHILD GUARDIANSHIP .—The t erm ‘foster  child 

guardiansh ip’ means, with  respect  to a  Sta te, the exit  of a  
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ch ild from fost er  care under  the responsibility of t he Sta te 
to live with  a  lega l guardian , if t he Sta te has repor ted to 
the Secreta ry— 

‘‘(A) tha t  the Sta te agency has determined tha t— 
‘‘(i) the child has been removed from h is or  her  

home pursuan t  to a  volun tary placement  agreement  
or  a s a  resu lt  of a  judicia l determina t ion  to the effect  
tha t  con t inua t ion in  the home would be cont ra ry to 
the welfa re of the ch ild; 

‘‘(ii) being retu rned home or  adopted a re not  appro-
pr ia te permanency opt ions for  the child; 

‘‘(iii) t he child demonst ra tes a  st rong a t tachment  
to the prospect ive lega l guardian , and the prospect ive 
lega l guardian  has a  st rong commitment  to car ing 
permanent ly for  the ch ild; and 

‘‘(iv) if the ch ild has a t ta ined 14 years of age, 
the ch ild has been consu lted regarding the lega l 
guardiansh ip a r rangement ; or  
‘‘(B) the a lt erna t ive procedures used by the Sta t e to 

determine tha t  lega l gua rdiansh ip is the appropr ia te opt ion 
for  the child.’’. 

S E C. 203. R E NAMING OF  P R OGR AM. 

(a ) IN GENERAL.—The sect ion  heading of sect ion  473A (42 
U.S.C. 673b) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘S E C. 473A. ADO P TIO N AND LE GAL GUAR DIANSH IP  INCE NTIVE  P AY-

ME NTS .’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Sect ion  473A is amended in  each  of subsect ions (a ), 

(d)(1), (d)(2)(A), and (d)(2)(B) (42 U.S.C. 673b(a), (d)(1), (d)(2)(A), 
and (d)(2)(B)) by inser t ing ‘‘and lega l guardianship’’ a ft er  ‘‘adop-
t ion’’ each place it  appears. 

(2) The heading of sect ion 473A(d) (42 U.S.C. 673b(d)) 
is amended by inser t ing ‘‘AND LEGAL GUARDIANSHIP’’ a fter  
‘‘ADOPTION’’. 

S E C. 204. LIMITATION ON USE  OF  INCE NTIVE  P AYME NTS. 

Sect ion 473A(f) (42 U.S.C. 673b(f)) is amended in  the 1st  sen-
t ence by inser t ing ‘‘, and sha ll use the amount  to supplement , 
and not  supplan t , any Federa l or  non-Federa l funds used to provide 
any service under  par t  B or  E’’ before the per iod. 

S E C. 205. IN CR E ASE  IN P E R IOD F OR  WH ICH  INCE N TIVE  P AYME N TS  

AR E  AVAILABLE  F OR  E XP E ND ITUR E . 

Sect ion 473A(e) (42 U.S.C. 673b(e)) is amended— 
(1) in  the subsect ion heading, by st r iking ‘‘24-MONTH’’ and 

inser t ing ‘‘36-MONTH’’; and 
(2) by st r iking ‘‘24-month’’ and inser t ing ‘‘36-month’’. 

S E C. 206. STATE  R E P OR T ON CALCULATION  AND USE  OF  SAVING S 

R E SULTING F R OM TH E  P H ASE -OUT OF  E LIGIBILITY 

R E QUIR E ME NTS F O R  ADO P TIO N AS SIS TANCE ; R E QU IR E -

ME NT TO SP E ND  30 P E R CE N T O F  S AVINGS  ON CE R TAIN 

SE R VICE S. 

Sect ion 473(a)(8) (42 U.S.C. 673(a)(8)) is amended to read as 
follows: 
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‘‘(8)(A) A Sta t e sha ll ca lcu la te the savings (if any) resu lt ing 
from the applica t ion  of paragraph (2)(A)(ii) to a ll applicable ch ildren 
for  a  fisca l year , using a  methodology specified by the Secreta ry 
or  an  a lterna te methodology proposed by the Sta te and approved 
by the Secreta ry. 

‘‘(B) A Sta te sha ll annually report  t o the Secreta ry— 
‘‘(i) the methodology used to make the ca lcu la t ion descr ibed 

in  subparagraph  (A), withou t  regard to whether  any savings 
a re found; 

‘‘(ii) the amount  of any savings refer red to in  subparagraph 
(A); and 

‘‘(iii) how any such  savings a re spen t , account ing for  and 
report ing the spending sepa ra t ely from any other  spending 
report ed to the Secreta ry under  par t  B or  th is par t . 
‘‘(C) The Secret a ry sha ll make a ll in format ion  repor t ed pursu-

an t  to subparagraph  (B) ava ilable on the website of the Department  
of Health  and Human Services in  a  loca t ion  easily accessible to 
the public. 

‘‘(D)(i) A Sta te sha ll spend an amount  equal to the amount  
of the savings (if any) in  Sta t e expenditu res under  th is par t  
resu lt ing from the applica t ion of paragraph (2)(A)(ii) t o a ll 
applicable ch ildren for  a  fisca l yea r , to provide to ch ildren of families 
any service tha t  may be provided under  par t  B or  t h is par t . A 
Sta te sha ll spend not  less than  30 percen t  of any such  savings 
on post -adopt ion services, post -guardianship services, and services 
to suppor t  and susta in  posit ive permanent  outcomes for  ch ildren 
who otherwise migh t  en ter  in to foster  ca re under  the responsibility 
of the Sta te, with  a t  least  2⁄3 of the spending by the Sta te to 
comply with  such  30 percen t  requirement  being spen t  on  post - 
adopt ion  and post -guardianship services. 

‘‘(ii) Any Sta t e spending required under  clause (i) sha ll be 
used to supplement , and not  supplant , any Federa l or  non-Federa l 
funds used to provide any service under  par t  B or  th is par t .’’. 

S E C. 207. P R E SE R VATIO N OF  E LIGIBILITY F OR  KINSH IP  GUAR DIAN-

SH IP  AS SIS TANCE  P AYME NTS WITH  A S UCCE S SOR  

GUAR D IAN. 

Sect ion 473(d)(3) (42 U.S.C. 673(d)(3)) is amended by adding 
a t  t he end the following: 

‘‘(C) ELIGIBILITY NOT AFFECTED BY REPLACEME NT OF  
GUARDIAN WITH A SUCCESSOR GUARDIAN .—In  the even t  of 
the dea th  or  incapacity of the rela t ive guardian , the eligi-
bility of a  ch ild for  a  kinsh ip guardiansh ip assist ance pay-
ment  under  th is subsect ion  sha ll not  be a ffected by reason 
of the replacement  of the rela t ive guardian  with  a  successor  
lega l guardian  named in  the kinsh ip gua rdiansh ip assist -
ance agreement  referred to in  paragraph  (1) (including 
in  any amendment  to the agreement), notwithstanding 
subparagraph  (A) of th is paragraph  and sect ion  
471(a)(28).’’. 

S E C. 208. D ATA CO LLE CTION ON  ADOP TION AND LE GAL G UAR D IAN -

SH IP  DIS R UP TION AND DIS SOLUTION. 

Sect ion 479 (42 U.S.C. 679) is amended by adding a t  the end 
the following: 

Public 
in for ma t ion. 
Web post ing. 
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‘‘(d) To promote improved knowledge on  how best  to ensure 
st rong, permanent  families for  ch ildren , the Secret a ry sha ll promul-
ga te regu la t ions providing for  t he collect ion  and ana lysis of informa-
t ion  regarding children  who enter  in to foster  care under  the super -
vision  of a  Sta te a fter  pr ior  fina liza t ion  of an  adopt ion  or  lega l 
guardiansh ip. The regu la t ions sha ll requ ire each  Sta t e with  a  Sta t e 
plan  approved under  th is par t  to collect  and repor t  as par t  of 
such  da ta  collect ion system the number  of children  who en ter  
foster  care under  supervision of the Sta te a ft er  fina liza t ion of an 
adopt ion  or  lega l guardianship and may include in format ion  con-
cern ing the length of t he pr ior  adopt ion  or  guardiansh ip, the age 
of the child a t  the t ime of the pr ior  adopt ion  or  guardiansh ip, 
t he age a t  which  the ch ild subsequent ly en tered foster  care under  
supervision  of the Sta te, the type of agency involved in  making 
the pr ior  adopt ive or  guardianship placement , and any other  factors 
det ermined necessary to bet ter  understand factors associa ted with  
the child’s post -adopt ion or  post -gua rdiansh ip en t ry to foster  care.’’. 

S E C. 209. E NCO UR AG ING  TH E  P LACE ME NT OF  CH ILDR E N  IN  F OSTE R  

CAR E  WITH  SIBLIN GS. 

(a ) STATE P LAN AME NDMENT.— 
(1) NOTIFICATION OF PARENTS OF SIBLINGS.—Sect ion  

471(a)(29) (42 U.S.C. 671(a)(29)) is amended by st r iking ‘‘a ll 
adu lt  grandparen ts’’ and inser t ing ‘‘the following rela t ives: a ll 
adu lt  grandpa rent s, a ll pa rent s of a  sibling of the child, where 
such  paren t  has lega l custody of such  sibling,’’. 

(2) SIBLING DEFINED.—Sect ion  475 (42 U.S.C. 675), as 
amended by sect ions 101(b) and 111(a)(1) of t h is Act , is 
amended by adding a t  the end the following: 

‘‘(12) The t erm ‘sibling’ means an  individua l who sa t isfies 
a t  least  one of the following condit ions with  respect  t o a  ch ild: 

‘‘(A) The individua l is considered by Sta te law to be 
a  sibling of t he ch ild. 

‘‘(B) The individua l would have been considered a  sib-
ling of t he child under  Sta te law bu t  for  a  termina t ion 
or  other  disrupt ion  of paren ta l r igh ts, such  as the dea th  
of a  parent .’’. 

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Noth ing in  th is sect ion sha ll be 
const rued as subordina t ing the r ight s of foster  or  adopt ive paren ts 
of a  ch ild to the r ight s of the paren ts of a  sibling of t ha t  child. 

S E C. 210. E F F E CTIVE  DATE S. 

(a ) IN GENE RAL.—Except  as otherwise provided in  th is sect ion , 
t he amendment s made by th is subt it le sha ll take effect  a s if enacted 
on October  1, 2013. 

(b) RESTRUCTURING AND RE NAMING OF PROGRAM.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by sect ions 202 

and 203 sha ll take effect  on October  1, 2014, subject  t o para-
graph  (2). 

(2) TRANSITION RULE .— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithst anding any other  provision  

of law, the tot a l amount  payable to a  Sta te under  sect ion 
473A of the Socia l Secur ity Act  for  fisca l yea r  2014 sha ll 
be an  amount  equal to 1⁄2 of the sum of— 

(i) the tota l amount  tha t  would be payable to the 
Sta t e under  such sect ion  for  fisca l year  2014 if the 
amendments made by sect ion 202 of th is Act  had not  
taken  effect ; and 

42 USC 671 n ote. 

42 USC 671 n ote. 

Reports. 

Regu la t ions. 
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(ii) t he tota l amount  tha t  would be payable to 
the Sta t e under  such  sect ion  for  fisca l year  2014 in  
the absence of t h is paragraph . 
(B) PRO RATA ADJ USTMENT IF INSUFFICIENT FUNDS 

AVAILABLE .—If the tota l amount  otherwise payable under  
subparagraph  (A) for  fisca l year  2014 exceeds the amount  
appropr ia ted pursuan t  to sect ion 473A(h) of the Socia l 
Secur ity Act  (42 U.S.C. 673b(h)) for  tha t  fisca l year , t he 
amount  payable to each Sta te under  subparagraph  (A) 
for  fisca l year  2014 sha ll be— 

(i) the amount  tha t  would otherwise be payable 
to the Sta te under  subparagraph (A) for  fisca l year  
2014; mult iplied by 

(ii) the percentage represen ted by the amount  so 
appropr ia ted for  fisca l year  2014, divided by the tot a l 
amount  otherwise payable under  subparagraph  (A) to 
a ll Sta tes for  tha t  fisca l year . 

(c) USE OF INCENTIVE PAYMENTS; ELIGIBILITY FOR KINSHIP  
GUARDIANSHIP ASSISTANCE PAYMENTS WITH A SUCCESSOR 
GUARDIAN; DATA COLLE CTION.—The amendments made by sect ions 
204, 207, and 208 sha ll take effect  on  the da te of enactment  of 
t h is Act . 

(d) CALCULATION AND USE OF SAVINGS RE SULTING F ROM THE  
PHASE -OUT OF ELIGIBILITY REQUIREME NTS FOR ADOPTION ASSIST-
ANCE .—The amendment  made by sect ion  206 sha ll take effect  on  
October  1, 2014. 

(e) NOTIFICATION OF P ARE NTS OF SIBLINGS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by sect ion 209 

sha ll take effect  on  the da te of enactment  of th is Act , subject  
to paragraph  (2). 

(2) DELAY PERMITTED IF STATE LEGISLATION REQUIRED.— 
In  the case of a  Sta te plan approved under  par t  E  of t it le 
IV of the Socia l Secur ity Act  which the Secreta ry of Health  
and Human Services determines requires Sta te legisla t ion  
(other  than legisla t ion  appropr ia t ing funds) in  order  for  the 
plan  to meet  the addit iona l requ irements imposed by sect ion  
209, the Sta te plan  sha ll not  be rega rded as fa iling to comply 
with  the requirements of such pa r t  solely on  the basis of the 
fa ilu re of the plan  to meet  such addit iona l requ irements before 
the 1st  day of t he 1st  ca lendar  quar ter  beginn ing a fter  the 
close of t he 1st  regu lar  session  of the Sta te legisla tu re tha t  
ends a fter  the 1-year  per iod beginn ing with  the da te of enact -
ment  of t h is Act . For  purposes of t he preceding sentence, in  
the case of a  Sta te tha t  has a  2-year  legisla t ive session , each 
year  of the session is deemed to be a  separa te regu lar  session 
of the Sta te legisla tu re. 

Su b t i t le  B—E xt e n d in g  t h e  F a m ily  
Con n ec t ion  Gr a n t  P r ogr a m  

S E C. 221. E XTE NSION OF  F AMILY CONN E CTION GR AN T P R O GR AM. 

(a ) IN GENERAL.—Sect ion 427(h) (42 U.S.C. 627(h)) is amended 
by st r iking ‘‘2013’’ and inser t ing ‘‘2014’’. 

(b) ELIGIBILITY OF UNIVERSITIES FOR MATCHING GRANTS.—Sec-
t ion  427(a) (42 U.S.C. 627(a)) is amended, in  the mat ter  preceding 
paragraph  (1)— 

Determina t ion . 
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(1) by st r iking ‘‘and’’ before ‘‘pr iva te’’; and 
(2) by inser t ing ‘‘and inst itu t ions of h igher  educa t ion  (as 

defined under  sect ion  101 of t he Higher  Educa t ion  Act  of 1965 
(20 U.S.C. 1001)),’’ a fter  ‘‘a r rangements,’’. 
(c) F INDING FAMILIES FOR FOSTER CHILDRE N WHO ARE PAR-

E NTS.—Sect ion 427(a)(1)(E) (42 U.S.C. 627(a)(1)(E)) is amended by 
inser t ing ‘‘and other  individua ls who are willing and able to be 
foster  pa rent s for  children  in  fost er  care under  the responsibility 
of the Sta te who are themselves parents’’ a fter  ‘‘kinship care fami-
lies’’. 

(d) RESERVATION OF FUNDS.—Sect ion  427(g) (42 U.S.C. 627(g)) 
is amended— 

(1) by st r iking paragraph  (1); and 
(2) by redesigna t ing paragraphs (2) and (3) as paragraphs 

(1) and (2), r espect ively. 
(e) EFFECTIVE DATE .—The amendments made by th is sect ion  

sha ll t ake effect  as if enacted on  October  1, 2013. 

TITLE  I I I—IMP R OVING INTE R NATIONAL 
CH ILD SUP P OR T R E COVE R Y 

S E C. 301. AME NDME NTS TO  E NS UR E  ACCE S S TO CH ILD SUP P OR T SE R V-

ICE S F O R  INTE R NATION AL CH ILD SUP P OR T CAS E S. 

(a ) AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY OF HHS TO ENSURE COMPLI-
ANCE WITH MULTILATE RAL CHILD SUPPORT CONVE NTIONS.— 

(1) IN GE NERAL.—Sect ion 452 (42 U.S.C. 652) is amended— 
(A) by redesigna t ing the second subsect ion  (l) (a s added 

by sect ion  7306 of the Deficit  Reduct ion  Act  of 2005) as 
subsect ion (m); and 

(B) by adding a t  t he end the following: 
‘‘(n) The Secreta ry sha ll use the au thor it ies otherwise provided 

by law to ensure the compliance of the United Sta tes with  any 
mult ila t era l ch ild suppor t  convent ion  to which  the United Sta tes 
is a  par ty.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDME NT.—Sect ion  453(k)(3) (42 U.S.C. 
653(k)(3)) is amended by st r ik ing ‘‘452(l)’’ and inser t ing 
‘‘452(m)’’. 
(b) ACCE SS TO THE F EDE RAL P ARENT LOCATOR SERVICE .—Sec-

t ion  453(c) (42 U.S.C. 653(c)) is amended— 
(1) by st r iking ‘‘and’’ a t  the end of paragraph  (3); 
(2) by st r ik ing the per iod a t  the end of paragraph (4) 

and inser t ing ‘‘; and’’; and 
(3) by adding a t  the end the following: 
‘‘(5) an en t ity designa ted as a  Cen t ra l Authority for  ch ild 

suppor t  enforcement  in  a  foreign reciproca t ing count ry or  a  
foreign  t rea ty count ry for  purposes specified in  sect ion  
459A(c)(2).’’. 
(c) STATE OPTION TO REQUIRE INDIVIDUALS IN F OREIGN COUN-

TRIES TO APPLY THROUGH THEIR COUNTRY’S APPROPRIATE CENTRAL 
AUTHORITY.—Sect ion 454 (42 U.S.C. 654) is amended— 

(1) in  paragraph  (4)(A)(ii), by inser t ing before the semicolon  
‘‘(except  tha t , if the individua l applying for  t he services resides 
in  a  foreign reciproca t ing count ry or  foreign  t rea ty count ry, 
the Sta t e may opt  to requ ire the individua l to request  the 
services th rough  the Cent ra l Author ity for  ch ild suppor t  
enforcement  in  the foreign reciproca t ing count ry or  the foreign  

42 USC 627 n ote. 
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t r ea ty count ry, and if the individua l resides in  a  foreign  count ry 
tha t  is not  a  foreign reciproca t ing count ry or  a  foreign  t rea ty 
count ry, a  Sta te may accept  or  reject  the applica t ion)’’; and 

(2) in  paragraph  (32)— 
(A) in  subparagraph  (A), by inser t ing ‘‘, a  foreign  t rea ty 

count ry,’’ a fter  ‘‘a  foreign  reciproca t ing count ry’’; and 
(B) in  subparagraph  (C), by st r ik ing ‘‘or  foreign obligee’’ 

and inser t ing ‘‘, foreign  t rea ty count ry, or  foreign  indi-
vidua l’’. 

(d) AMENDME NTS TO INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT ENFORCEME NT 
PROVISIONS.—Sect ion 459A (42 U.S.C. 659a) is amended— 

(1) by adding a t  the end the following: 
‘‘(e) REFE RENCES.—In  th is par t : 

‘‘(1) FORE IGN RECIPROCATING COUNTRY.—The t erm ‘foreign  
reciproca t ing count ry’ means a  foreign  count ry (or  polit ica l sub-
division thereof) with  respect  to which  the Secreta ry has made 
a  decla ra t ion  pursuan t  to subsect ion  (a ). 

‘‘(2) F OREIGN TREATY COUNTRY.—The term ‘foreign  t rea ty 
count ry’ means a  foreign count ry for  which  the 2007 Family 
Ma intenance Convent ion  is in  force. 

‘‘(3) 2007 FAMILY MAINTENANCE CONVENTION.—The term 
‘2007 Family Main tenance Convent ion’ means the Hague 
Convent ion of 23 November  2007 on  the In terna t iona l Recovery 
of Child Suppor t  and Other  Forms of Family Ma intenance.’’; 

(2) in  subsect ion  (c)— 
(A) in  the mat ter  preceding paragraph  (1), by st r iking 

‘‘foreign  count r ies tha t  a re the subject  of a  decla ra t ion  
under  th is sect ion’’ and inser t ing ‘‘foreign reciproca t ing 
count r ies or  foreign  t rea ty count r ies’’; and 

(B) in  paragraph  (2), by inser t ing ‘‘and foreign  t rea ty 
count r ies’’ a fter  ‘‘foreign  reciproca t ing count r ies’’; and 
(3) in  subsect ion (d), by st r iking ‘‘the subject  of a  decla ra t ion  

pursuan t  to subsect ion  (a )’’ and inser t ing ‘‘foreign reciproca t ing 
count r ies or  foreign t rea ty count r ies’’. 
(e) COLLECTION OF PAST-DUE SUPPORT F ROM F EDERAL TAX 

REFUNDS.—Sect ion  464(a)(2)(A) (42 U.S.C. 664(a)(2)(A)) is amended 
by st r iking ‘‘under  sect ion 454(4)(A)(ii)’’ and inser t ing ‘‘under  para -
graph  (4)(A)(ii) or  (32) of sect ion 454’’. 

(f) STATE LAW REQUIREMENT CONCERNING THE UNIFORM INTE R-
STATE FAMILY SUPPORT ACT (UIFSA).— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Sect ion  466(f) (42 U.S.C. 666(f)) is 
amended— 

(A) by st r iking ‘‘on  and aft er  J anuary 1, 1998,’’; 
(B) by st r iking ‘‘and as in  effect  on  August  22, 1996,’’; 

and 
(C) by st r iking ‘‘adopted as of such  da te’’ and inser t ing 

‘‘adopted as of September  30, 2008’’. 
(2) CONFORMING AMENDME NTS TO TITLE 28, UNITED STATES 

CODE .—Sect ion 1738B of t it le 28, Unit ed Sta t es Code, is 
amended— 

(A) in  subsect ion (d), by st r iking ‘‘individua l con testan t ’’ 
and inser t ing ‘‘individua l con testant  or  the par t ies have 
consented in  a  record or  open cour t  tha t  the t r ibunal of 
the Sta te may cont inue to exercise ju r isdict ion to modify 
it s order ,’’; 

(B) in  subsect ion  (e)(2)(A), by st r iking ‘‘individua l 
con testan t ’’ and inser t ing ‘‘individua l con testan t  and the 
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par t ies have not  consen ted in  a  record or  open  cour t  tha t  
the t r ibunal of the other  Sta t e may con t inue to exercise 
jur isdict ion  to modify it s order ’’; and 

(C) in  subsect ion (b)— 
(i) by st r iking ‘‘‘child’ means’’ and inser t ing ‘‘(1) 

The term ‘child’ means’’; 
(ii) by st r iking ‘‘‘ch ild’s Sta t e’ means’’ and inser t ing 

‘‘(2) The term ‘child’s Sta te’ means’’; 
(iii) by st r iking ‘‘‘ch ild’s home Sta te’ means’’ and 

inser t ing ‘‘(3) The term ‘child’s home Sta te’ means’’; 
(iv) by st r ik ing ‘‘‘ch ild suppor t ’ means’’ and 

inser t ing ‘‘(4) The term ‘ch ild suppor t ’ means’’; 
(v) by st r iking ‘‘‘ch ild suppor t  order ’’’ and inser t ing 

‘‘(5) The term ‘child suppor t  order’’’; 
(vi) by st r iking ‘‘‘contest an t ’ means’’ and inser t ing 

‘‘(6) The term ‘con testan t ’ means’’; 
(vii) by st r iking ‘‘‘cour t ’ means’’ and inser t ing ‘‘(7) 

The term ‘cour t ’ means’’; 
(viii) by st r iking ‘‘‘modifica t ion’ means’’ and 

inser t ing ‘‘(8) The term ‘modifica t ion’ means’’; and 
(ix) by st r iking ‘‘‘Sta t e’ means’’ and inser t ing ‘‘(9) 

The term ‘Sta t e’ means’’. 
(3) EFFECTIVE DATE; GRACE P ERIOD FOR STATE LAW 

CHANGE S.— 
(A) PARAGRAPH (1).—(i) The amendments made by para-

graph  (1) sha ll t ake effect  with  respect  t o a  Sta t e no la ter  
than  the effect ive da te of laws enacted by the legisla ture 
of t he Sta t e implement ing such paragraph , bu t  in  no even t  
la t er  t han  the fir st  day of t he fir st  ca lendar  quar ter  begin-
n ing a fter  the close of the fir st  regu lar  session  of the 
Sta te legisla ture tha t  begins a ft er  the da te of the enactment  
of th is Act . 

(ii) For  purposes of clause (i), in  the case of a  Sta te 
tha t  has a  2-year  legisla t ive session , each  year  of t he 
session  sha ll be deemed to be a  separa te regu lar  session 
of the Sta te legisla tu re. 

(B) P ARAGRAPH (2).—(i) The amendments made by sub-
paragraphs (A) and (B) of pa ragraph (2) sha ll take effect  
on  the da te on  which  the Hague Convent ion  of 23 November  
2007 on the In terna t iona l Recovery of Child Suppor t  and 
Other  Forms of Family Main tenance en ters in to force for  
the Unit ed Sta tes. 

(ii) The amendments made by subparagraph  (C) of 
paragraph (2) sha ll take effect  on  the da te of the enactment  
of th is Act . 

S E C. 302. CH ILD SUP P OR T E NF OR CE ME NT P R OGR AMS F O R  INDIAN 

TR IBE S. 

(a ) TRIBAL ACCE SS TO THE FEDERAL PARENT LOCATOR 
SERVICE .—Sect ion  453(c)(1) (42 U.S.C. 653(c)(1)) is amended by 
inser t ing ‘‘or  Indian  t r ibe or  t r iba l organiza t ion  (as defined in  sub-
sect ions (e) and (l) of sect ion 4 of t he Indian Self-Determina t ion  
and Educat ion  Assistance Act  (25 U.S.C. 450b)),’’ a ft er  ‘‘any Sta t e’’. 

(b) WAIVER AUTHORITY FOR INDIAN TRIBES OR TRIBAL 
ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT P RO-
GRAMS.—Sect ion  1115(b) (42 U.S.C. 1315(b)) is amended— 

28 USC 1738B 
note. 

42 USC 666 n ote. 
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(1) by redesigna t ing paragraphs (1) t hrough (3) as subpara -
graphs (A) through  (C), respect ively, and rea lign ing the left  
margin  of subparagraph  (C) so a s to a lign  with  subparagraphs 
(A) and (B) (as so redesigna ted); 

(2) by inser t ing ‘‘(1)’’ a fter  ‘‘(b)’’; and 
(3) by adding a t  the end the following: 

‘‘(2) An Indian t r ibe or  t r iba l organ iza t ion  opera t ing a  program 
under  sect ion  455(f) sha ll be considered a  Sta t e for  purposes of 
au thority to conduct  an  experimenta l, pilot , or  demonst ra t ion project  
under  subsect ion  (a ) to a ssist  in  promot ing the object ives of par t  
D of t it le IV and receiving payment s under  the second sen tence 
of tha t  subsect ion . The Secreta ry may waive compliance with  any 
requirements of sect ion 455(f) or  regu la t ions promulga ted under  
tha t  sect ion to the exten t  and for  the per iod the Secreta ry finds 
necessary for  an Indian  t r ibe or  t r iba l organ iza t ion  to car ry ou t  
such  project . Costs of t he project  which  would not  otherwise be 
included as expenditu res of a  program opera t ing under  sect ion 
455(f) and which  a re not  included as pa r t  of the costs of projects 
under  sect ion  1110, sha ll, to the extent  and for  the per iod prescr ibed 
by the Secreta ry, be regarded as expenditu res under  a  t r iba l plan 
or  plans approved under  such  sect ion , or  for  the admin ist ra t ion  
of such t r iba l plan or  plans, as may be appropria te. An Indian  
t r ibe or  t r iba l organ iza t ion applying for  or  receiving sta r t -up pro-
gram development  funding pursuant  to sect ion  309.16 of t it le 45, 
Code of Federa l Regula t ions, sha ll not  be considered to be an  
Indian t r ibe or  t r iba l organ iza t ion opera t ing a  program under  sec-
t ion  455(f) for  purposes of th is paragraph.’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AME NDMENTS.—Sect ion  453(f) (42 U.S.C. 
653(f)) is amended by inser t ing ‘‘and t r iba l’’ a fter  ‘‘Sta te’’ each 
place it  appears. 

S E C. 303. SE NSE  OF  TH E  CON GR E SS  R E GAR D ING  OF F E R ING  O F  VO L-

UNTAR Y P AR E NTIN G TIME  AR R ANG E ME N TS. 

(a ) F INDINGS.—The Congress finds as follows: 
(1) The separa t ion of a  ch ild from a  paren t  does not  end 

the financia l or  other  responsibilit ies of the parent  toward 
the ch ild. 

(2) Increased parenta l access and visita t ion  not  only 
improve paren t -child rela t ionships and ou tcomes for  ch ildren, 
bu t  a lso have been  demonst ra ted to result  in  improved ch ild 
suppor t  collect ions, which crea tes a  double win for  ch ildren— 
a  more engaged paren t  and improved financia l secur ity. 
(b) SENSE OF THE CONGRESS.—It  is the sense of t he Congress 

tha t— 
(1) est ablishing parent ing t ime ar rangements when 

obta in ing ch ild suppor t  orders is an  impor tan t  goa l which  
should be accompanied by st rong family violence safeguards; 
and 

(2) Sta tes shou ld use exist ing funding sources to suppor t  
the establishment  of parent ing t ime ar rangement s, including 
ch ild suppor t  incent ives, Access and Visita t ion Gran ts, and 
Healthy Marr iage Promot ion  and Responsible Fa therhood 
Grant s. 

Waiver  au thor ity. 
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S E C. 304. D ATA E XCH ANGE  STAND AR DIZATION F OR  IMP R OVE D INTE R -

OP E R ABILITY. 

(a ) IN GE NERAL.—Sect ion  452 (42 U.S.C. 652), a s amended 
by sect ion  301(a)(1) of t h is Act , is amended by adding a t  t he 
end the following: 

‘‘(o) DATA EXCHANGE STANDARDS FOR IMPROVED INTEROPER-
ABILITY.— 

‘‘(1) DESIGNATION.—The Secret a ry sha ll, in  consu lta t ion  
with  an  in teragency work group established by the Office of 
Management  and Budget  and consider ing Sta t e government  
perspect ives, by ru le, designa te da ta  exchange standards to 
govern , under  th is par t— 

‘‘(A) necessary ca t egor ies of in forma t ion  tha t  Sta te 
agencies opera t ing programs under  Sta te plans approved 
under  th is par t  a re required under  applicable Federa l law 
to elect ron ica lly exchange with  another  Sta te agency; and 

‘‘(B) Federa l repor t ing and da ta  exchange required 
under  applicable Federa l law. 
‘‘(2) RE QUIRE MENTS.—The da ta  exchange st andards 

required by paragraph (1) sha ll, t o the exten t  pract icable— 
‘‘(A) incorpora te a  widely accepted, non-propr ieta ry, 

searchable, computer -readable format , such  as the eXten-
sible Markup Language; 

‘‘(B) con ta in  in t eroperable st andards developed and 
main ta ined by in tergovernmenta l par tnersh ips, such as the 
Nat iona l In format ion  Exchange Model; 

‘‘(C) incorpora te in teroperable standards developed and 
main ta ined by Federa l en t it ies with  au thority over  con-
t ract ing and financia l a ssistance; 

‘‘(D) be consisten t  with  and implement  applicable 
account ing pr inciples; 

‘‘(E) be implemented in  a  manner  tha t  is cost -effect ive 
and improves program efficiency and effect iveness; and 

‘‘(F ) be capable of being con t inua lly upgraded as nec-
essary. 
‘‘(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in  th is subsect ion  

sha ll be const rued to requ ire a  change to exist ing da ta  exchange 
standards found to be effect ive and efficient .’’. 
(b) EFFECTIVE DATE .—The Secreta ry of Hea lth  and Human 

Services sha ll issue a  proposed ru le within  24 months a ft er  t he 
da te of the enactment  of th is sect ion. The ru le sha ll iden t ify feder-
a lly required da ta  exchanges, include specifica t ion and t iming of 
exchanges to be standa rdized, and address the factors used in  
determining whether  and when  to st andardize da ta  exchanges. 
It  should a lso specify Sta te implementa t ion  opt ions and descr ibe 
fu tu re milestones. 

S E C. 305. R E P OR T TO CONG R E SS . 

The Secreta ry of Health  and Human Services sha ll— 
(1) in  con junct ion with  the st ra tegic plan, review and pro-

vide recommendat ions for  cost -effect ive improvements to the 
ch ild suppor t  enforcement  program under  par t  D of t it le IV 
of the Socia l Security Act , and ensure tha t  t he plan addresses 
the effect iveness and per formance of t he program, ana lyzes 
program pract ices, iden t ifies possible new collect ion tools and 
approaches, and iden t ifies st ra t egies for  holding paren ts 
accountable for  suppor t ing their  ch ildren  and for  building the 

Review. 
Recom menda- 
t ions. 

Regu la t ions. 
Deadline. 
42 USC 652 n ote. 

Consu lta t ion . 
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capacity of paren ts to pay ch ild suppor t , with  specific a t tent ion  
given to mat ter s including fron t -end services, on-going case 
management , collect ions, Tr iba l-Sta t e par tnersh ips, in ter sta te 
and intergovernmenta l in teract ions, program per formance, da t a  
ana lyt ics, and in format ion  technology; 

(2) in  car rying ou t  paragraph (1), consu lt  with  and include 
input  from— 

(A) Sta te, t r iba l, and county child suppor t  directors; 
(B) judges who preside over  family cour ts or  other  

Sta te or  loca l cour ts with  responsibilit y for  conduct ing or  
supervising proceedings rela t ing to child suppor t  enforce-
ment , ch ild welfa re, or  socia l services for  ch ildren  and 
their  families, and organ iza t ions tha t  represent  t he judges; 

(C) custodia l paren ts and organ iza t ions tha t  represen t  
them; 

(D) noncustodia l paren ts and organ iza t ions tha t  rep-
resen t  them; and 

(E) organ iza t ions tha t  represen t  fiduciary en t it ies tha t  
a re a ffect ed by ch ild support  enforcement  policies; and 
(3) in  developing the repor t  requ ired by paragraph  (4), 

solicit  public comment ; 
(4) not  la ter  than  J une 30, 2015, submit  t o the Congress 

a  repor t  tha t  sets for th  policy opt ions for  improvements in  
ch ild suppor t  enforcement , which report  sha ll include the fol-
lowing: 

(A) A review of the effect iveness of Sta t e ch ild suppor t  
enforcement  programs, and the collect ion pract ices 
employed by Sta te agencies administer ing programs under  
such  pa r t , and an ana lysis of t he extent  to which  the 
pract ices result  in  unin tended consequences or  per formance 
issues associa ted with  the programs and pract ices. 

(B) Recommendat ions for  methods to enhance the 
effect iveness of ch ild suppor t  enforcement  programs and 
collect ion pract ices. 

(C) A review of Sta te best  pract ices in  regards to estab-
lishing and opera t ing Sta te and mult ista te lien regist r ies. 

(D) A compila t ion  of Sta t e recovery and dist r ibu t ion  
policies. 

(E) Opt ions, with  ana lysis, for  methods to engage non-
custodia l parent s in  the lives of their  ch ildren  th rough  
considera t ion  of parenta l t ime and visita t ion  with  ch ildren. 

(F ) An  ana lysis of t he role of a lterna t ive dispu te resolu-
t ion  in  making child suppor t  det ermina t ions. 

(G) Iden t ifica t ion of best  pract ices for— 
(i) det ermining which  services and suppor t  pro-

grams ava ilable to custodia l and noncustodia l paren ts 
a re non-duplica t ive, evidence-based, and produce 
qua lity ou tcomes, and connect ing custodia l and non-
custodia l paren ts to those services and suppor t  pro-
grams; 

(ii) providing employment  suppor t , job t ra in ing, 
and job placement  for  custodia l and noncustodia l par -
en ts; and 

(iii) est ablishing services, suppor ts, and ch ild sup-
por t  payment  t racking for  noncustodia l paren ts, 

Consu lt a t ion . 
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including opt ions for  the prevent ion  of, and in terven-
t ion on , uncollect ible a r rearages, such as ret roact ive 
obliga t ions. 
(H) Opt ions, with  ana lysis, for  methods for  Sta t es to 

use to collect  child suppor t  payments from individua ls who 
owe excessive a r rearages as determined under  sect ion 
454(31) of such  Act . 

(I) A review of Sta te pract ices under  454(31) of such  
Act  used to determine which  individua ls a re excluded from 
the requ irements of sect ion  452(k) of such  Act , including 
the exten t  to which individua ls a re able to successfu lly 
con test  or  appea l decisions. 

(J ) Opt ions, with  ana lysis, for  act ions a s a re deter -
mined to be appropr ia te for  improvement  in  ch ild suppor t  
enforcement . 

S E C. 306. R E QUIR E D E LE CTR ON IC P R OCE SSING OF  INCO ME  WITH -

H O LD ING . 

(a ) IN GE NERAL.—Sect ion  454A(g)(1) (42 U.S.C. 654a(g)(1)(A)) 
is amended— 

(1) by st r ik ing ‘‘, to the maximum exten t  feasible,’’; and 
(2) in  subparagraph  (A)— 

(A) by st r iking ‘‘and’’ a t  the end of clause (i); 
(B) by adding ‘‘and’’ a t  the end of clause (ii); and 
(C) by adding a t  t he end the following: 

‘‘(iii) a t  the opt ion of the employer , using the elec-
t ron ic t ransmission  methods prescr ibed by the Sec-
reta ry;’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE .—The amendments made by subsect ion  
(a ) sha ll take effect  on October  1, 2015. 

TITLE  IV—BUDGE TAR Y E F F E CTS 

S E C. 401. D E TE R MINATION OF  BUDG E TAR Y E F F E CTS . 

The budgetary effect s of th is Act , for  the purpose of complying 
with  the Sta tutory Pay-As-You-Go Act  of 2010, sha ll be determined 
by reference to the la test  st a tement  t it led ‘‘Budgetary Effects of 
PAYGO Legisla t ion’’ for  th is Act , submit ted for  pr int ing in  the 

42 USC 654a  
note. 
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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.R. 4980: 

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 160 (2014): 
J u ly 23, considered and passed House. 
Sept . 18, considered and passed Sena te. 

Æ 

Congressiona l Record by the Chairman  of the Sena te Budget  Com-
mit t ee, provided tha t  such  sta t ement  has been submit t ed pr ior  
t o the vote on passage. 

Approved September  29, 2014. 
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