[image: image1.jpg])nana Is Forever





Hiki Nō
July 21, 2017 • Koʻolau Ballrooms •Kaneohe • Hawai‘i
Conference Presenters
Pankaj Bhanot is the Director of the State of Hawaii Department of Human Services (DHS). Pankaj has worked in various roles at the DHS since 1999, most recently, as the Director of DHS.  Since 1999, Pankaj has spearheaded multiple efforts to streamline and improve the service delivery of benefits, employment and training programs, subsidized wage initiative, and contract management.  Presently, he is leading the ‘Ohana Nui project (multigenerational approach to serving Hawai’i’s families early and concurrently) and technology integration effort, among other business transformation efforts, to integrate public welfare and child welfare programs into the DHS enterprise platform.  Among his achievements, Pankaj is a recipient of 2013 Governor’s State Manager of the Year Award; 2006 Governor’s Award for Distinguished State Service and 2006 DHS Employee of the Year Award.  
Pankaj lives in Honolulu with his wife and son and holds a B.A. (Honors) in Political Science and LL.B. from the University of Delhi; and LL.M. from Cornell University Law School.  He completed post-graduate research in Public International Law at the School of Law, University of Nottingham (United Kingdom). 
Caley Leilani NikkiXicis Callahan-Borengasser was raised in Waimea on Hawaii Island. She entered foster care and then legal guardianship as a teenager. She is 17 years old and just completed high school at Konawaena High School. Caley will be attending Hawaii Community College in Hilo this fall and plans to earn an Associate’s degree in Culinary Arts and eventually a Bachelor’s degree in Business Management. She loves cooking and singing. Caley serves as the secretary on the West Hawaii HI HOPES youth leadership board. 
Caley enjoys being an advocate and sharing her story to help other foster youth. She feels that education is very important for foster youth in giving them options and pathways to reach their goals and dreams. Here is some of her advice to foster youth: “. . .there is a brighter side to everything. . .we all have our ups and downs but God has a plan for you and I can promise you it will get better.”
David Channer, LCSW is on the Executive Leadership Team at A Better Way, a San Francisco Bay Area agency serving children and families in – or at risk of entering – the child welfare system. David has worked with and on behalf of this population for over 20 years, but his roots and influences in the work go back further than that. David’s undergraduate studies in biological ecosystems and co-evolution continue to influence his perspectives on human perception, communication, collaboration, and organizational systems. His great interest in community, human resiliency, grass-roots empowerment and strengths-based care are further influenced by the buffering effect that “community” had during his own childhood experiences of chronic poverty and homelessness. He takes great delight in helping teams develop the knowledge, tools, and systems that enable them to manage and embrace the complexities of collaborative, systemic, and accountable family-driven care.
Christine Gamboa is a former foster youth who grew up on Oahu.  As a youth, she was on probation and barely attended school.  The love and guidance her foster parents gave her, changed her life.  In 2003, she became a foster parent to her three younger siblings (then ages 17, 14, and 13) and graduated with her bachelor’s degree in social work from the University of Hawaiʻi in 2005.  Since then, she mentored for the Kapiolani Mentoring Program for 8 years; worked as social worker for the Department of Health and Department of Public Safety; and has been with the Department of Human Services for the last 5 years.  Christine is currently working on her certification and training for medical coding and hopes to return to school to obtain a master’s degree in social work.  She is proud to share that all her siblings are doing well.  Her sister, Jackie is a 4th grade teacher; her sister, Marlyn is a nurse’s aide in an emergency room; and her brother, Mike is a helicopter mechanic in the Army National Guard and a recent graduate earning a Bachelor of Science in Information Technology and Information Systems Security.   Her message to youth is: “through love, support, and encouragement for each other… we continue to prevail.”
Domingo Hensen, Jr. was raised in Salt Lake on Oahu. He entered foster care when he was 9 years old. He lived all over Oahu with many different foster families. He traveled to the mainland when he was 18 to try and reconnect with his biological mom. It didn’t work out the way he hoped and so he moved back to Oahu. He lived on the streets and took advantage of Youth Outreach and the services they offered. He currently is a participant in the Hale Kipa Step-Up program and was able to acquire housing and a stable place to live. He currently works at Pearl Harbor installing flooring, and has recently had a baby boy with his girlfriend. His future goals are to complete his GED and find permanent housing for himself and his family.
HI H.O.P.E.S.(Hawai‘i Helping Our People Envision Success) Youth Leadership Board is made up of current and former foster youth between the ages of 14-25 from O‘ahu, Maui, Kaua‘i, East Hawai‘i, and West Hawai‘i. They provide the “youth voice” for the Hawai‘i Youth Opportunities Initiative (HYOI) and serve as the Youth Advisory Council to Child Welfare Services (CWS). Their work includes advocacy for public policy and systems reform, education about the experiences and needs of foster youth and collaboration with CWS, Family Court, and other key community partners, as well as young people, to improve well-being and outcomes for all young people in Hawai‘i impacted by foster care.
Makani Kema-Kaleiwahea grew up in Hawai‘i.  Makani was adopted from foster care into an adoptive family of six children, including his brother, a female cousin and three other boys. All the children suffered abuse in the home, which continued after the family moved to Arizona. At age 18, Makani courageously took action to protect his siblings and stop the abuse, then made sacrifices to become their caregiver so they would not be separated in the child welfare system. He created a home for the children while he was a full-time student playing on his college football team. His high school sweetheart, Brianna, moved to Arizona, and together they cared for the younger siblings after becoming licensed foster parents at only 19 years old. With assistance and support from various organizations and individuals, the couple found extended family members who wanted to help. The three oldest children were fostered by these extended family members in Washington and Texas. Makani and Brianna married in 2014 and adopted the two youngest children. Shortly after the adoption, the family moved back to Hawai‘i. Makani and Brianna are continuing their education at the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa and they strive to become advocates and examples of "malama kekahi i kekahi" (caring for one another), pono (justice), ‘ohana (family), and aloha (compassion). (VIDEO PRESENTATION) 
Keola Limkin is a native son of Hilo. He spent a number of years in the foster care system in East Hawaii, is a graduate of Hilo High, and earned a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology and Communications from UH-Hilo in 2015. He has served on both the East Hawaii and O’ahu HI H.O.P.E.S. youth leadership boards, is a Jim Casey Young Fellow, and was honored with Foster Club’s Top 100 Leaders in America and Hawaii’s Outstanding Advocate for Children and Youth awards. He is currently serving a prestigious internship in Washington, D.C., advocating for child welfare reform and will begin his Master’s in Social Work program in the fall at UH-Manoa.  (VIDEO PRESENTATION) 
Ipolani Maʻe is a 27 year old former foster youth from Molokai. Ipohas served as president of HI H.O.P.E.S Oahu, with HawaiʻiMokupuni, as a young fellow with Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative, and as a former Vice President and advocate with Hawaiʻi Foster Youth Coalition.Since leaving Hawaii in 2011, Ipo has travelled the world, empowering young people affected by foster care, mental health, homelessness, incarceration, and LGBTQ issues. Throughout the years Ipo's lived experiences have given her the opportunity to work for progressive organizations like the California Youth Connection, the Y.O.U.T.H Training Project, Foster Youth Museum, and the Foster Youth Cultural Exchange. 
Currently, Ipo is a lead Peer Coach for the Department of Human Services in Humboldt County, CA, a certified life coach and holistic health practitioner.  She is also continuing her education in Indigenous Studies and Nonprofit Management at College of the Redwoods. Her hope is to build a sustainable intentional community that focuses on re-wiring trauma through positive youth development for transition aged young people.

Malia Malafaugrew up in foster care from age 5 and aged out at 18. She is currently working for William S. Richardson School of Law as a Youth-In-Court Facilitator at Family Court in Kapolei. This is the first position of its kind in Hawaiʻi and second in the nation. Malia's role is to help youth and children feel more comfortable with the court process, and inform youth about resources available to them and theGuiding Principles for Children in FosterCare (Child Protective Act, HRS Chapter 587A) before they go into their hearing. 
Malia gives back to the community in many ways, including by being an active member for both the ʻOhana Is Forever and Teen Dayplanning committees.  Malia is also the proud mother of three beautiful daughters. 
Naʻu e Kohois a program designed to help guide native Hawaiian and at risk youth on Oahu and in East Hawaii to successfully prepare for and enter post-secondary education or training during their senior year of high school or GED programs. The program teaches independent living skills and provides vocational and educational assistance needed to help succeed at becoming self-sufficient young adults. This program targets youth who are identified as having the potential to attend college, or vocational or employment training, and continues to support the youth throughout their first year after high school.
Joe O’Connell is from Waimea (Kamuela) Hawai‘i.  He spent time in foster care as a youth, separated from his siblings after his mother was incarcerated and his father passed away because of drugs. Growing up with a lot of anger and "acting out" resulted in a series of school suspensions and he stopped attending school in the 7thgrade.  Joe describes his attendance at Winner’s Camp, through a scholarship from the Friends of the Children’s Justice Center, as a life-changing experience, one which helped him to realign his view on the world and himself, empowering him to take responsibility for his life, to “Be Bitter or Be Better.” Joe continues to serve as a Core Leader at Winner’s Camp and gives back as much as possible. Understanding the importance of education, Joe eventually completed his GED and went on to attend and graduate from UH-Hilo with a Bachelor’s in Economics and Business. He is an entrepreneur and a resource caregiver, and is currently employed at EPIC ‘Ohana as a financial literacy trainer for the Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative and as a WRAP Navigator.
 
Deputy Chief Judge Catherine H. Remigio was sworn in as a Circuit Court Judge of the First Circuit on April 7, 2017, and was designated Deputy Chief Judge, Family Division, effective April 10, 2017.   Prior to her Circuit Court appointment, Judge Remigio served as a Family Court Judge for nearly six years. In that capacity, Judge Remigio presided for two and a half years in the Domestic Division and four years in the Juvenile Division. While in the Domestic Division, Judge Remigio served as Chair of the 2014 Child Support Guidelines Committee and the Forms Committee.  While in the Juvenile Division, Judge Remigio was the Presiding Judge of the ImuaKākou (extended foster care) and the Permanency Specialty Courts. She also served as the Administrative Judge of the Truancy Court Pilot Project, a position she has retained. 
JoYi K. Rhyss is Program Coordinator for the Peer Engagement and Knowledge (PEAK) Program with Family Programs Hawaiʻi. She is certified in several curricula including Hawaiʻi Street Smart for Youth, Why Try, Building Cultural Connections, and Mindfulness and Skillful Living. JoYi has partnered with schools, community agencies and residential youth programs to work with at-risk youth since 1989. Through dynamic and multi-sensory approach, JoYi uses small group processes to build skills and resiliency in youth to increase positive outcomes for them. JoYi uses the same approach in her professional development training to guide people working with at-risk youth to use the practice of mindfulness to build more authentic relationships with and better support youth in the community.
Wendy and Pashyn Santosare Native Hawaiian women making the world a better place one laugh at a time.Pashyn is an internet sensation content creator and Wendy is the business woman behind the operation. If they are not making videos or planning the next project... they are giving back to the community and reaching 2-5 million viewers each week! 

Apuauro Turano, or "Apu", is a former foster youth who enjoys surfing, creating and enjoying all types of music, and engaging in artistic collaborations that include performing in theatrical plays. He is the proud father of a beautiful 10-year-old daughter and enjoys watching her grow. Apu was born in American Samoa, arriving in Hawaii at the age of two, and raised here as a "local braddah." He currently lives in the village of Ewa Beach. His theatrical and artistic creations are influenced by his life’s journey and experiences, including being raised in church, two years of being a Hawaiian dance class student at James Campbell High school, learning life lessons as a former foster youth, and through raising his precious daughter from the age of 17 until now. Apu has volunteered his time helping people in the homeless community at the Institute of Human Services, as an instructor in a computer course, and helping others through a program called "hele2work."  He now works as an employee of IHS as a “Guest Services Assistant" at the men’s shelter. Apu says that, “making people smile or providing them with a positive outcome, to the best of my ability is a goal I look to fulfill each and every day, and learning to grow from the lessons that life has to offer.”
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